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West Salem School District
	 June	2010	 Newsletter

From The Superintendent

“Retired” is a longed-for job title by many.  I remember 
asking a student in kindergarten, “What do you want to 
be when you grow up.?” He replied, “Retired just like my 
grandpa.”  Well seven of our employees, including myself, 
will soon have this job status.  These seven individuals 
have, to the best of my calculations, a total of 128 years 
of service to the students of the West Salem School 
District and many more in other school districts.  Each 
wrote in his or her retirement letter about the difficulty in 
leaving the students and staffs of their schools.  They also 
were thankful to you, the citizens of West Salem, for the 
opportunity to serve the students in this district.  They each 
have worked long hours in their attempt to have each child 
that they worked with as successful as possible.  I would 
like to share a few tidbits about each of these dedicated 
professional educators with you.

Diane Atteln received her Bachelor of Science degree from 
UW-L in Elementary Education and Instrumental Music.  
She worked as a substitute and joined the West Salem staff 
in 1987 as a second grade teacher.  She served as a second 
grade teacher until last December when she requested to 
retire after her 23 years.  Diane, you are missed already.

Mary Crane, Middle School Special Education staff 
member since1988, was the owner of a dairy farm until 
1983 and also an ELL teacher and substitute.  Mary 
originally was certified following her graduation from the 
University of Minnesota in art education.  After obtaining 
her master’s degree in Special Education from UWL, she 
worked in the West Salem Middle School.  Mary will be 
missed by the middle school students and staff as she has a 
special way with young adolescents. 

Rosemarie (AKA-Tootie) Knutson is a favorite at the 
high school with the students.  Her mother was Vivian 
Christianson, who worked in the district for many years 
in the food service department.  Tootie has been an 
instructional paraprofessional for 20 years in the high 
school special education program.  Good luck Tootie.   She 
is a very special daughter.

Having served many other districts in the Coulee Region 
Joan Konze joined the West Salem staff in 1994 following 
her work through CESA in area school districts as a Speech 
and Language Clinician.  She received her BA from 
Mankato State. Joan retired in December and we hope that 
she has enjoyed the first months of her retirement.

David Langer has held many interesting positions over his 
working career.  He has been a carpenter and counselor in a 
group home.  He graduated from Winona State University 
and received his Masters in Reading from UWL.  He has 
served as the VP for the Midwest Reading Council and 
been a leader in our multi-age and school garden programs.  
David’s expertise in gardening will provide him with a 
position next year with our new Farm to School grant.  
Serving 22 years in West Salem as a lower elementary 
teacher has been a blessing to our district and staff.  

Fifth grade was her specialty, but over her 23 year of 
service Marsha O’Neil served in several other grades.  
Both of her educational degrees were earned at UWL.  
Marsha will be sadly missed by her colleagues and parents 
of younger students who dreamed of having her teach 
their child.  We know Marsha will enjoy every minute of 
retirement and keep very busy with her many hobbies and 
interests.

Please congratulate these individuals on their dedication to 
our community’s children.  We know that these individuals 
have plans for new adventures.  Each has made many 
positive differences in individuals’ lives and will be missed 
and in our thoughts and prayers.  

Your partner in education,
Nancy Burns

WSHS
Senior

Art
Show

During the
Month
of May.
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West Salem Community Fitness Center
Annie Labus, Fitness Director

Current fitness center hours are Monday–Friday mornings 
5:00–8:00 a.m., Monday–Thursday evenings 3:00–9:00 p.m., Fri-
days 3:00-7:00 p.m., Sunday 4:00–7:00 p.m.    Fitness center gift 
certificates are available for purchase and are a great way to stay 
healthy. Also check with your insurance provider to see if they 
offer a reimbursement for your fitness center membership. 

Clean shoes are required to enter the fitness center and indoor 
track.  Current fitness center hours and class schedules are speci-
fied on the school website www.wsalem.k12.wi.us.  Click on the 
fitness center icon to get the latest information about your com-
munity fitness center.  You may call 786-1220 extension 2275.  

Small steps can lead to big success! Sometimes all it takes is one 
simple healthy change to lead to more changes… which lead to 
big results. Maybe it’s switching your regular pop to diet, park-
ing farther away from the store, only eating out once a week, 
or walking down that long driveway each day to get the mail. 
Whatever it is you can start with one and add more when you’re 
ready. Set a goal for yourself to add one positive step each week 
for a month. You may just feel so good that you move onto the 
next month with a new goal. 

The summer is a great time to enjoy the nice weather and feel 
good. If you can’t get outside because of the weather you can 
come indoors and enjoy the community walking track. The walk-
ing track will be available during the summer fitness center hours 
and is free to all adult community members. Children are not 
allowed on the walking track or in the fitness center. 8th graders 
who have graduated and will be entering high school in the fall 
are welcome to use the facility. Look for these fun and excit-
ing fitness classes this summer. Zumba will be offered Monday 
nights from 6:00-7:00PM in the wrestling room. Water aerobics 
and yogalates will be returning in August (look for more details 
to follow). 

Summer fitness center/walking track hours

Monday-Friday 5:30-9:00 a.m.
Monday-Thursday 2:00-8:00 p.m.

Friday-3:00-7:00 p.m.
Sundays 4:00-7:00 p.m.

All college students returning home for the summer can enjoy us-
ing the fitness center for only $10.00 a month! You can also pay 
$2.00 a day if you just want to use the facility once and in while.  

The fitness center and walking track will be closed for mainte-
nance and the gym floor resurfacing from June 23-28th. We are 
sorry for the inconvenience. All customers with memberships 
during this time will be given an extra five days to make up the 
loss. 

We hope to see you soon!

2010 Bookmark Design Contest
As an aisde to our regular 2-D Foundations assign-
ments, I encouraged my 4th hour class to create 
bookmarks for this year’s La Crosse County Library’s 
Bookmark Design Contest.  Three West Salem High 
School students won the contest at their respective 
grade levels.   
 9th Grade--Hunter Longworth-Quam
 10th Grade--Alicia Powers
 12th Grade--Jackie Helgerson
 
The winning bookmarks (in categories K-12) will be 
displayed at each county library location (Bangor, 
West Salem, Onalaska, Campbell, and Holmen)
 
If you see these students, congratulate them on a job 
well done!
 
Quenten Brown
WSHS Art Teacher

West Salem High School Volleyball Camp
August 2-4 

Juniors and Seniors:  8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Sophomores and Freshmen:  1:00-4:00 p.m.

At the West Salem High School

Brochures are available at the West Salem Park & Rec 
Office and the West Salem High School Office.

Are you Transferring to a Different College or Do You Need 
a Copy of Your High School Transcript?

If you are a WSHS graduate and need a copy of your high school tran-
script please follow one of the following steps:
1) Send a letter/note to the high school student services office that 

includes:
 a) full name as it appears on high school transcript
 b) birth date
 c) graduation year
 d) address of where to send the transcript
 e) graduate’s signature (required)
 f) $2.00 fee per copy
2)  Stop in during office hours to complete and sign a transcript request 

form and pay fee. Requests via phone or e-mail will not be honored. 
The graduate’s signature is required on all requests for transcript.

Current year graduates do not pay to have their transcripts sent to their 
college of choice.

FYI - The high school does not keep a copy of your high school diploma.
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2010 Swimming Pool
Information

The pool will open with regular hours on Saturday, June 5th.

Early Risers will begin Tuesday, June 1st.
Monday-Saturday 1:30-5:00 p.m. & 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Sunday 1:30-5:30 p.m.
Family Swim  Sun. Noon - 1:30 p.m.
 Tues. & Thurs. 8:30-9:30 p.m.
Adult Lap Swim Mon. - Sat. 12:45-1:30 p.m. 
Adult Early Risers Mon. - Fri. 6:00-8:00 a.m.
Swim Team  Monday-Friday 5:00-6:30 p.m.
 
Times may vary due to weather, number of swimmers, 
mechanical problems, and emergency situations.
Private parties by reservation only, Sundays 6:00-8:00 
p.m.  E-mail Sam Ruud (ruusam@wsalem.k12.wi.us) 
or call Sam Ruud at the pool to reserve a date and re-
ceive paperwork.  Proof of insurance will be required.  
Cost is $40-$85 for the two-hour rental, depending 
on the number of swimmers.  
 
Swimming Lessons
Students must pre-register with the middle school 
office for lessons.  Students must have completed 
kindergarten in order to be part of the summer school 
swim sessions.
Session I June 7 - June 18
Session II June 21 - July 2
Session III July 5- July 16
 

Pool Passes will be sold at the Pool 
starting June 5th.

 
Membership Resident Non-Resident
Family 65.00 95.00   
Single  High School/Adult 40.00  50.00
             Through 8th Grade 35.00 50.00

Daily Admission Fees
        Through 8th Grade  1.00
        High School (9-12) 1.50
        Adult 1.50
        Waders (Accompanied by Parent) .50

**Refunds cannot be given due to changes in weather 
or equipment problems.
 
*Skippers (Preschool age 3-5)   July 19-23
Classes offered at 8:00, 8:45, 9:30,10:15, and 11:00 
a.m.
 
*This is a preschool class that works at two differ-
ent levels: water adjustment skills and beginner swim 
skills.  
 
This class is not part of summer school program and 
costs $20. Registration for Skippers begins Tues-
day, June 8th  at the pool.  Payment is due at time of 
registration.  Please come to the pool to register your 
swimmer.

 

West Salem Sharks Swim Team
There will be an informational meeting for swimmers and 
their parents for the summer season on Monday, June 7th, 
at the West Salem Pool at 5:00 p.m.  We will not swim 
this day.  The first practice will be Tuesday, June 8th from 
5:00-6:30 p.m for the 8-10 year olds.  The registration cost 
for the swim team is $25, which includes swim meet fees, 
coaching, and a t-shirt. Please bring the registration fee to 
the meeting, along with your child's t-shirt size.  Practices  
for 8-10 year olds are held on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 5:00-6:30 p.m., and 11-12 year olds practice 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, weather permitting.  Swim-
mers ages 8-18 are welcome.  We hope to give the swim-
mers four opportunities to swim in meets this summer, 
including both home and away meets.  This is a fun way to 
meet friends, learn and improve swimming skills, and have 
a good time.
 

Questions can be sent to 
sruud@wsalem.k12.wi.us
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“The last to go will 
see the first three go 
before her. And her 

little dog too.”
—Wicked Witch of the West

  http://www.imdb.com/title/
tt0032138/quotes?qt0409888

2010 Summer Musical production of

The Wizard of Oz
The performances will be 

June 24 - 7:00
June 25 - 7:00
June 26 - 7:00
June 27 - 2:00

In the Marie W. Heider Center for the Arts

http://saythefword.files.wordpress.com

2010 Summer School Program
The West Salem School District is conducting a summer school 
program for pre-kindergarten through eleventh grade students 
who reside within the school boundaries.  Summer school has 
terms and sessions.  The majority of the classes will be held at the 
elementary and middle schools.  Sessions are the times of classes.  
Session 1 is 9:00 – 10:20 and Session 2 is 10:40 – 12:00.

Term 1 June 7 – June 18
Term 2 June 21 – July 2 
Term 3 July 5 – July 16 (swimming only and no busses)
Term 4 August 9 – August 12 & August 16 – August 19 (Aca-

demic Literacy, Developmental Reading and Jump Start 
to 1st Grade classes only and teacher referral is required)

**No changes will be made to the Summer School schedules 
after Friday, May 28.**

**If you registered for Summer School and later find that your 
student will be unable to attend Summer School for any reason, 
please call the Middle School office as soon as possible, as we 
have waiting lists.**

**Skippers (for 4 & 5 year olds/Pre-5K) swim classes will be 
July 19 – July 23.  Registration for Skippers is done thru the pool 
on or after June 9.

If you have any Summer School questions, call Janel at the West 
Salem Middle School at 786-2090 between 9:00-11:00 a.m. or 
e-mail <jlochen@wsalem.k12.wi.us>.   

This year we also have a summer school page on our website 
<www.wsalem.k12.wi.us>.

Attention 5th Grade Band Students: 
Please see Mr. Waldhart to reschedule your band les-
son if needed.

Summer School Bus Schedule:
The bus schedule for summer school is as follows. Buses run 
between 8:00-8:50 AM and 12:05-1:00 PM on main roads only.

Route one – Bob Vick (bus 21)   7:57 A.M. Bostwick trailer 
park to St. John’s Church -- south on “M” to “I” -- East on “I” to 
Hwy 33, east on Hwy 33 to Hwy 162 turnaround -- West on Hwy 
33 to “OA”, Birchwood Subdivision will be picked up on Hwy 
33 -- North on “OA” to “O”, east on “O” to“M” -- North on “M” 
to Hwy 16 and in to school 

Route two – Betty Hanson (bus 8)    8:00 A.M. - to CTH “B”, 
west on “B” to Wolf Ridge Court turn-around -- East on “B” 
past Maple Grove to “M” -- North on “M” to Hwy 16 to, west 
on Crestwood Avenue to Greenfield Lane, North on Greenfield 
and pick up students on corner of Waterloo Avenue, east to “M”, 
north on “M” to Hwy 16, west on Hwy 16 to Lusk Addition (go 
into addition and turn around), Nathan Hill/Moos Road -- North 
on Moos Road to Gills Coulee Road, east on Gills Coulee Road 
to “M” -- North on “M” to top of Holmen hill (to top if riders), 
back south on “M” and in to school.

Route three – Kathy Ganyo (bus 7)  8:00 A.M. –, “M” to CTH 
“C” east on “C” to Buol Road - go under the interstate -- West on 
“B” past Coulee Region RV Center, through town to Hwy 16 -- 
East on Hwy 16 to Old 16, west on Old 16 to “C” (108) -- North 
on “C” to Brickl turn-around, back south on “C” to Walker Road 
-- West on Walker Road to 108 -- North on 108 to Scotch Cou-
lee, back south on 108 to Hwy 16 -- West on Hwy 16 and in to 
school. (This route will be picking up in Salem Territory, Water-
loo Heights and Waterloo Avenue 2nd and fourth terms)

Route four – Kathy Morgan (bus 17)  Students on this route 
will be picked up between 8:30 and 8:45. (1st Term only, 2nd and 
4th Terms will be picked up by route three)
Twin Oaks/Salem Territories stops:
1. Brickl and Boundry Drive
2. Brickl and Lee
3. Branding Iron and Lee
4. Branding Iron – ½ way between Wagon and Campfire
5. Boundry Drive – ½ way between Branding Iron 
 and Frontier
6. Boundry Drive – ½ way between Frontier and Brickl
Brickl Road to Hwy 16 and in to school.

Town children south of Hwy 16 and East of “M” WILL NOT 
BE TRANSPORTED.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Monica Quinn at 786-0700. 

*Summer school bussing travels on main roads only, unless turn-
ing around. It is your responsibility to transport your child to the 
designated stops.
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Calendar of Events
JUNE

1 OEC-Grade 6
 Softball-Regional Semi-Finals
1-2 Golf-Sectionals at Somerset
2 OEC-Grade 6 Rain Date
3 Softball-Regional Finals
 Baseball-V (H) Arcadia - 6:00
4-5 Track State Meet at UW-La Crosse
5 Soccer- Regional Semi-Final
 Baseball-V (H) Viroqua Legion - 5:00/7:00
7 Soccer-Regional Final
7-8 Golf-State at University Ridge (Madison)
8 Softball-Sectional Semi-Final
 Baseball-V at Blair Taylor - 7:00
 Baseball-FR/JV (H) La Crescent - 2:00/3:30
10 Soccer-Sectional Semi-Final
 Baseball-V at Whitehall - 7:00
11 Softball-Sectional Final
 Baseball-V (H) GET - 7:00
 Baseball-FR/JV (H) GET - 2:30-4:30
12 Soccer-Sectional Final
 Baseball-V at La Crosse A’s - 1:30
 Baseball-JV at La Crosse A’s - 11:00
14 Baseball-V at Onalaska Legion - 4:00/6:00
 Baseball-FR/JV (H) Mel-Min - 12:00/2:00
15 Baseball-V (H) Mel-Min - 7:00
 Baseball-FR/JV at Onalaska Legion - 4:00/6:00
17 Baseball-V at C-FC - 7:00
 Baseball-FR/JV (H) La Crosse Juniors - 3:00/5:00
17-19 Softball State Tournament
17-19 Soccer State Tournament at Uihlein Park
18 Baseball-V (H) Alma - 7:00
18 Blood drive at Presbyterian - 12:30-5:30
19 Baseball-V at Bangor Legion - 2:00
 Baseball-FR at Bangor Legion - 12:00
21 Baseball-V (H) Arcadia - 7:00
 Baseball-FR/JV (H) Arcadia - 2:30/4:30
22 Baseball-V at Augusta - 7:00
 Baseball-FR/JV (H) Onalaska Legion - 2:00/4:00
24 Baseball-V at Eleva-Strum - 7:00
 Baseball-FR/JV at Holmen - 4:00/6:00
 The Wizard of Oz - 7:00
25 Baseball-V (H) Lincoln - 7:00
 The Wizard of Oz - 7:00
26 Baseball-V (H) La Crosse North Stars - 12:00/2:00
 The Wizard of Oz - 7:00
27 The Wizard of Oz - 2:00
28 Baseball-V at La Crosse Juniors - 3:00/5:00
 Baseball-FR/JV at Mel-Min - 12:00/2:00
29 Baseball-V (H) Independence - 7:00
 Baseball-JV (H) Independence - 4:30

Heider Center Events
Marie W. Heider Center for the Arts

The 09-10 final display in the Heider Center 
Gallery will be the West Salem High School 

Senior Art Show.  
May 1-31, 2010

Sharon Lovejoy, popular gardener,
 will present a show at the Heider Center on 
Thursday, June 3, 2010 at 7:00.  Tickets for 
reserve seats are $12 regular adult and $10 senior citizens.
Ms. Lovejoy has appeared often on PBS Victory Garden 
and HGTV.  She has written several books, the most popu-
lar being Trowel & Error:  Over 700 Tips and Remedies.

Sharon maintains a website at 
<Sharonlovejoy.com>.

www.heidercenter.org

ImportantOpen Enrollment Date
June 11, 2010 – Parents of accepted applicants must notify the 

nonresident district if the student will attend the nonresident 
district in the 2010-11 school year.  If the parent fails to make 

this notification, the nonresident district may refuse to allow the 
student to attend the district.

For more information on Open Enrollment, go to: 
<http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/psctoc.html>

Public School Open Enrollment Program
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI  53707-7841

Toll-free: 888-245-2732
maryjo.cleaver@dpi.wi.gov

merry.larsen@dpi.wi.gov

JULY
1 Baseball-V at Arcadia - 7:00
 Baseball-FR/JV at Arcadia - 2:30/4:30
5 Baseball-JV (H) Holmen - 2:00
6 Baseball-V (H) Blair-Taylor - 7:00
 Baseball-FR (H) Blair-Taylor - 4:30
7 Baseball-V (H) La Crosse A’s - 7:00
 Baseball-JV (H) Aquinas at 4:30
8 Baseball-V (H) Whitehall - 7:00
 Baseball-FR (H) Whitehall - 4:30
9 Baseball-V at GET at Copeland Park - 1:00
 Baseball-FR/JV at GET - 4:00
12 Baseball-V (H) Bangor Legion  7:00
 Baseball-JV (H) Bangor Legion - 4:30
13 Baseball-V at Mel-min - 7:00
15 Baseball-V at La Crosse North Stars - 6:00
 Baseball-FR/JV at Luther - 4:30/6:00---
16 Baseball-V Regionals
20 Baseball-V Regionals
23 Baseball-V Sectionals at Whitehall
28-29 Baseball-V State at Stevens Point

AUGUST
2 Fall Sports Meeting
9 Football Practice Begins
9 Boys’ Soccer Practice Begins
10 Girls’ Tennis Practice Begins
16 Cross Country Practice Begins
16 Volleyball Practice Begins
16 SR-JR Registration for 2010-2011 School Year
17 SO-FR Registration for 2010-2011 School Year

SEPTEMBER

1 2010-2011 School Year Begins

Freshman 
Science Project Expo

Wednesday, May 26, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
High School LMC

Ice Cream Provided
Parents, family, and friends, come 
check out the innovative projects 
from this year’s freshman class!
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High School Information
Office Hours
July 1-July 2 Closed
July 6-8 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
July 12-15 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
July 19-22 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
July 25-30 Closed
Beginning August 2 7:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m. (M-F)

Registration
August 16
 Seniors  8:30-11:30 a.m.
 Juniors  1:00-4:00 p.m.
August 17
 Sophmores 8:30-11:30 a.m.
 Freshman 1:00-4:00 p.m.
 Make-Up Time 4:00-6:00 p.m.

LinkCrew Freshmen Orientation will be August 27 - 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. with lunch provided.

Friday

La Crosse Area Wrestlers (LAW)
BY: Georgie Gensch

 Seven West Salem youth wrestlers competed in the 
State Championships in Madison, March 26-27. The 
seven young wrestlers from West Salem, Walker Polha-
mus, Cain Kammel, Cole Kammel, Noah Reedy, Nick 
Buisman, Aaron Bahr, and Devin Bahr, were among 32 
members of the La Crosse Area Wrestlers Club (LAW) 
who qualified for the state competition by finishing first 
or second at regionals.
 The West Salem contingent was led by Devin Bahr, 
who won a championship title in his age/weight brack-
et, and Noah Reedy, who placed third in his bracket.  
17 of the 32 LAW competitors placed sixth or better at 
the event.   
 La Crosse Area Wrestlers has established a strong 
reputation in the area as a club for young athletes 
interested in learning the fundamentals of wrestling.  
Currently the club has 72 members, Pre-K through 8th 
grade.  Head coach and part owner John Burns loves to 
help the kids.  “The biggest thing they learn is confi-
dence and self-value,” said Burns. 
 The staff includes volunteer coaches that treat the 
youngsters like they were their own.  Wrestlers cannot 
start competing until first or second grade, depending 
on the year born.  “As long as you wrestled as hard as 
you could, you did great,” Burns explains of the LAW 
philosophy of competition. 
 The program offers its athletes the best support they 
can get without a lot of pressure. “I like it here; when-
ever we mess up, they just tell us to do better next time 
and we will get them,” said fourteen-year-old Jordan 
Corcoran. 
 The club is currently housed in a shed on the Bahr 
family land in the Town of Greenfield.  The wrestlers 
practice 2-3 times a week, from 6:00 to 8:00.

Neshonoc Dedication photos, 
courtesy of Performance Photo.

Photo

WSHS
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2010 WSHS Visual Arts Classic (VAC)
State Competition Results

Student Name Long Term Placement On Site Placement
Amanda Uebele 2nd Place (16 points) 2nd Place (17 points)
Katie Seeger 2nd Place (15 points) 1st Place (18 points)
Johnny Ray Hansen Honorable Mention (9 points) 3rd Place (13 points)
Michael Reedy 2nd Place (16 points) 3rd Place (12 points)
Zoe Ault-Brinker 3rd Place (12 points) 3rd Place (13 points)
Joe Faella 3rd Place (13 points) 3rd Place (13 points)
Mariah Falck 1st Place (20 points) 1st Place (19 points)
Katey Ferris 2nd Place (15 points) 1st Place (18 points)
Alicia Powers 3rd Place (14 points) 3rd Place (14 points)
Seth Walker 1st Place (18 points) 3rd Place (14 points)
Kolton Christianson 1st Place (18 points) 2nd Place (17 points)
Rachel Auna 2nd Place (15 points) 2nd Place (15 points)

All scores based on a 20 point scale.  Breakdown of placements is as follows:
1st place= 20-18,  2nd place=17-15,  3rd place=14-12,  

Honorable Mention=11-0

Senior

Art

exhibit
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ATTENTION: Class of 2011
A yearbook deadline to begin thinking about... 
Each senior needs photos for the following publications: 
The 2011 Neshonoc Yearbook, the Coulee News, the Times 
of Our Lives, and the Senior Slideshow. 

4 Photos Needed:
1.  Yearbook/Coulee News (formal headshot)
2.  Times of Our Lives (headshot—less formal)
3.  Senior Picture for the Senior Slideshow
4.  Baby Picture for the Senior Slideshow

YEARBOOK SENIOR PICTURE SPECIFICS:
YEARBOOK SENIOR PICTURE SIZE- Wallet

*Head shot (head and shoulders only)
*Standard wallet size
*MUST be in color
*No full length
*Must be formal, semi-formal
*No background scenery
*No “mistys”
*No hats, props, etc.
*NOTE: Some studios may send a headshot for the 

yearbook; 
consult your studio to be sure the yearbook staff will 

receive your photos.  

PLEASE LABEL ALL PHOTOS for the publication it 
will be used and PUT IN AN ENVELOPE WITH YOUR 
NAME ON IT. (This will ensure that your photos will be 
returned promptly and together.) 

SUBMIT ALL PHOTOS TOGETHER. They will not be 
accepted if you don’t have all 4 photos.  Put your photos in 
the silver box in Room 242 (Mrs. Patza’s Room). 

ALL PHOTOS DUE BY NO LATER THAN: Friday, No-
vember 5, 2010 Kindergarten Registration 2010-2011

Now that West Salem has a 4-Year-Old Kindergarten pro-
gram, we will no longer be hosting a kindergarten registra-
tion.  If you have a student who will be five years old by 
September 1, 2010 and the child does not attend our 4K 
program, please contact the elementary office at 786-1662 
to pre-register. All current 4K students will automatically 
receive kindergarten registration information.

School Board Members
Tom Ward ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 397-9873
Ken Spraetz ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 786-0017
Scott Scafe ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 786-0969
Errol Kindschy ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 786-1675
Thomas Helgeson ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 612-0018
Jason Falck ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 397-3972
Linda Brown ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 786-3027

Board meetings are held the second and fourth 
Monday of each month.

Volleyball Camp
June 21st-24th

Grades 4-6 (fall 2010) 12:30-2:00 p.m.
Grades 7-8 (fall 2010) 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Camps will be at the West Salem Elementary School.
Contact Darcy Sawyer at 786-2090 ext. 4125 

or dsawyer@wsalem.k12.wi.us

Boys and Girls Basketball Camps
July 27-29

Grades K-3 (fall 2010) 10:00 a.m. - noon
Grades 4-6 (fall 2010) 12:30 - 3:30 p.m.

Camps will be at WSHS
Contact Scott Koepnick:  786-1220 ext 2014, or 

783-1136, or skoepnick@wsalem.k12.wi.us

TheWest Salem School District does not discriminate against 
pupils on the basis of sex, race, national origin, ancestry, 
creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, or physical, mental, emotional, or learning dis-
abilities or handicap in its education programs or activities.  
Federal law prohibits discrimination in employment on the 
basis of age, race, color, national origin, sex, or handicap.

Junior
Prom

2010
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The Career Expo for the 
2010-2011 Junior class 

will be Thursday, October 8, 2010. 
West Salem High School is assigned 

the afternoon session. 
Please add the Career Expo to your calendar. 

Cathy Tyink
School Counselor A-I

West Salem High School
(608) 786-1220  X2332

Score Name/Group Event 
2 David Schams and Spencer Lewison .............................................Saxophone Duet 
1 Julia Schomberg .............................................................................Alto Solo *Best In Site Award
2 Garrett Carlson, Andy Gleason, Spencer Brown, Chase Wilker, 
  Zach Rigotti and Alex Jahnke ................................................Trombone Choir 
1 Claire Bradley ................................................................................Music Theater-Female Role 
2 Kaylee Fellom ................................................................................Flute Solo 
2 Bryar Hansen .................................................................................Music Theater-Male Role 
1 See list below .................................................................................Jazz Ensemble (attached) 
1 Alexa Langreck ..............................................................................Soprano Solo 
DNA Baker, Angie ...................................................................................Alto Solo 
1 Kimberly Neumann ........................................................................Soprano Solo 
2 Abe Church, Kyle Moorhead and Jordon Englerth .......................Drum Trio 
2 Kathleen Thorn ..............................................................................Music Theater-Female Role 
2 Andy Gleason .................................................................................Trombone Solo 
1 Bryar Hansen .................................................................................Baritone or Bass Solo 
1 Alexa Langreck ..............................................................................Music Theater-Female Role 
2 Kelly Lusk ......................................................................................Soprano Solo 
2 Leah Piper ......................................................................................Flute Solo 
1 Kyle Moorhead ..............................................................................Concert Snare Drum Solo 
CO Luke Kloss, Matt Luethe, Derek Betz, Janessa Halverson, 
  Kyle Larson and Michelle Meinking .....................................Brass Ensemble 
1 Kimberly Neumann ........................................................................Music Theater-Female Role 
2 Spencer Lewison ............................................................................Eb Alto Saxophone Solo 
2 Kathleen Thorn ..............................................................................Alto Solo 
1 Zac Barbieur ...................................................................................Drum Set Solo   *Best In Site Award
1 Leah Piper and Sophia Olson .........................................................Flute Duet 
1 Claire Bradley ................................................................................Soprano Solo 
1 Matthew Kotek ...............................................................................Bb Clarinet Solo 
2 Erin Miller ......................................................................................Soprano Solo 

WSHS State Solo/Ensemble Results
 
The following students participated in the State Solo/Ensemble Festival held on Saturday, May 1st.  
The students were scored on a standard performance rubric and received the following scores.

Alto Sax Trumpet Piano
David Schams Luke Kloss Leah Piper
Spencer Lewison Derek Betz Isaac Craig
 Michelle Meinking 
Tenor Sax Warren Frank Bass
Alex Pinter  Ethan Andres
Kolton Kiesling Trombone Greg Jago
 Garrett Carlson 
Bari Sax Andy Gleason Guitar
Alex Koenen Zach Rigotti Alecia Kruser
 Alex Jahnke 
  Drumset
  Zac Barbieur
  Kyle Moorhead

Jazz Ensemble I
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School District of West Salem
Regular Board Meeting Minutes

April 12, 2010
Marie Heider Meeting Room – 7:00 p.m.

Convene
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President 
Errol Kindschy.  The meeting was noticed to the Coulee 
News, La Crosse Tribune, WLSU Radio 89 FM, WXOW 
TV-19, WKBT-TV, WKTY, WIZM, Union State Bank, First 
Community Credit Union, St. Joe Country Market, River 
Bank-Barre Mills, West Salem Post Office, Village of West 
Salem, posted at each school, district web site, and district 
office on April 8, 2010.

Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Riley Schock led everyone in the recitation of the Pledge 
of Allegiance and Ann Bina recited the District Mission 
Statement.

Roll Call
Present:  Ken Spraetz, Ann Bina, Tom Ward, Errol 
Kindschy, Scott Scafe, and Linda Brown.  Also in 
attendance – Administrators:  Nancy Burns, Dean 
Buchanan, Mark Carlson, Barb Buswell, John Smalley, 
Michael St. Pierre (7:02), and Lisa Gerke; Student 
representatives:  Riley Schock and Warren Frank.  Accounts 
Manager:  Davita Molling, Recording secretary:  Patrick 
Bahr.  Excused:  Henry Althoff and Eric Jensen.

Approval of Agenda
Mr. Kindschy requested that two items from him to report 
on be added to the Connection.  Mr. Spraetz moved, Mr. 
Scafe seconded to approve the agenda with the addition 
of Awards to Student Representatives and retiring board 
member, and a presentation from the Department of 
Defense.  Motion carried unanimously.

Connection with the Community
Riley Schock reported on:
 1. The senior social studies students are presenting 

their Senior Exit Project to their class, with 
presentations to the public next Wednesday.

 2. On April 30, the high school will have their version 
of Star Search.

Warren Frank reported on:
 1. The staff talent show is going on in the auditorium.   

The purpose is to raise money for scholarships for 
students to attend camps.

 2. The West Salem Relay For Life was held this past 
weekend.

Correspondence
A thank you note from Carla Friet, whose father passed 
away, was read.

Public comments on non-agenda items – None.

Written and Oral Reports
Buildings and Grounds – Mr. Scafe reported that the 
committee met and reviewed the colors of the middle 
school, an option for the remodeling for a special needs 
classroom, refrigeration needs and the middle school 
bathroom renovation project.

Professional Negotiations – Mr. Kindschy reported that 
negotiations with the administration are continuing.

CESA Board of Control – Mr. Kindschy reported that he 
was unable to attend the meeting.

Awards to Student Representatives and Retiring Board 
Member – Mr. Kindschy presented WASB Certificate 
of Commendation to Riley Schock and Warren Frank in 
recognition for their service to the children in Wisconsin 
Public Schools.  Mr. Kindschy also presented Ann Bina 
with her WASB plaque for her nine years of dedicated 
service to the School District of West Salem.

Mike Hallquist from the ESGR, Department of Defense 
presented Mark Carlson with a “Patriot Award”.  Mr. 
Carlson was nominated by Fitness Center Director Bradley 
Frahm, who is currently on active duty with the National 
Guard.

Finance Committee – Mr. Ward reported the committee met 
earlier and will be bringing forward to the Board staffing 
requests.

Administrator Reports – The administrator reports were 
reviewed by the board.  Mr. Carlson noted that at the next 
regular meeting the new student representatives will be 
Kolton Christenson and Christina Locante.  Mr. St. Pierre 
presented preliminary data on the WKCE results that were 
recently released to the public.

Consent Agenda
Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to approve the 
minutes of the Regular Board meeting of March 22, 2010, 
as amended; the Special Board Meeting minutes of March 
30, 2010; and the invoices to be paid.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
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Discussion/Action Items:
Mrs. Brown moved, Mr. Spraetz seconded to accept 
the monetary donation from the La Crosse Community 
Foundation Board of Directors and the Corinne Zielke 
Advisory Committee for community batting cages.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

Each board member, administrator and district staff 
presented and congratulated the artist of the piece of work 
they selected.  Additionally, they explained why the piece 
for display was selected.  The Board and Mrs. Burns 
acknowledged the art department staff for their hard work 
and dedication.

Mr. Brian Babiash, coach of the high school girls’ softball 
team, reviewed the success of their recent trip to Florida.  
Students Chloe Stauffer, Alex Martinson, Kelsey Lee, and 
Meagan Koepnick were present and answered questions 
about their recent trip.

West Salem Fine Arts Board President Ellen Thorn and 
other members of the Board gave a presentation, reviewed 
the progress of the Heider Center, and thanked the school 
board for their past and future support.

Staffing recommendations for the 2010-2011 school year 
were reviewed.  Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Spraetz seconded to 
approve the middle school staffing option which includes 
1.0 reading teacher, .5 Spanish teacher, 1.35 health/physical 
education teachers for a total of 2.85 FTE.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Spraetz seconded to approve the 
curriculum director position from .5 to 1.0 FTE.  A roll vote 
was taken Mrs. Brown Nay, Mr. Scafe Nay, Mr. Spraetz 
Aye, Mrs. Bina Nay, Mr. Ward Aye, and Mr. Kindschy Aye.  
Motion failed.

Other staffing requests were reviewed and will be brought 
back at a future meeting.  Mrs. Bina moved, Mr. Scafe 
seconded to offer Michael St. Pierre a .5FTE contract as 
Curriculum Director.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Spraetz seconded to approve the 
first reading of policy #361 Selection and Reconsideration 
of Instructional Materials as amended, #956 Maintenance 
Worker Job Description, #965 Fitness Center Worker Job 
Description, and #966 Pool Director Job Description.  
Motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Brown moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to accept the 
resignation of Elizabeth Faller as track coach.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

Mrs. Brown moved, Mr. Spraetz seconded to approve 
the two year contract with Gunderson Lutheran for 
athletic training services as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to approve the quotes 
for the reach-in cooler at the elementary and the walk-in 
freezer/cooler at the middle school as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to approve the bid 
for the middle school restroom partitions as presented.   
Motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Brown moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to approve all 
the co-curricular recommendations as presented with the 
exception of the head boys’ basketball coach which will be 
discussed in closed session.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Brown moved, Mr. Ward seconded that the Board 
convene in closed session at 9:09 p.m.  A roll vote was 
taken, Mrs. Brown Aye, Mr. Scafe Aye, Mr. Spraetz Aye, 
Mrs. Bina Aye, Mr. Ward Aye, and Mr. Kindschy Aye.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

The Board will discuss, consider and, if appropriate, 
take action in closed session for possible co-curricular 
recommendations for 2010-2011 school year coaches 
pursuant to Wis. Stats §19.85(1)(c) “Considering 
employment, promotion, compensation or performance 
evaluation data of any public employee over which 
the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 
responsibility;” and to hear a student’s appeal of a code 
of conduct disciplinary decision pursuant to Wis. Stats 
§19.85(1)(f) Considering financial, medical, social or 
personal histories or disciplinary data of specific persons, 
preliminary consideration of specific personnel problems 
or the investigation of charges against specific persons 
except where par. (b) applies which, if discussed in public, 
would be likely to have a substantial adverse effect upon 
the reputation of any person referred to in such histories or 
data, or involved in such problems or investigations.

Closed Session

Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to reconvene into 
open session at 9:59 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Open Session

Mr. Kindschy announced to the public that the board will 
not extend a contract for the head boys’ basketball coach 
for 2010-2011.
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Presentation
Mr. Kindschy presented former Board Member Henry 
Althoff with a WASB plaque for his service to the district.

Organization of the 2010-2011 School Board
Mr. Kindschy administered the oath of office to Mr. Falck.

Mr. Spraetz nominated Tom Ward for the office of 
President.  Mr. Scafe moved, Mrs. Brown seconded to close 
the nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Mr. Ward 
as President of the West Salem School Board.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

Mr. Ward assumed the responsibility as Board President 
and presided over the rest of the meeting.

Mrs. Brown nominated Errol Kindschy for the office of 
Vice President.  Mrs. Brown moved, Mr. Scafe seconded 
to close the nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for 
Mr. Kindschy as Vice President of the West Salem School 
Board.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Kindschy nominated Scott Scafe for the office of 
Treasurer.  Mr. Kindschy moved, Mrs. Brown seconded 
to close the nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for 
Mr. Scafe as Treasurer of the West Salem School Board.  
Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Scafe nominated Linda Brown for the office of Clerk.  
Mr. Scafe moved, Mr. Spraetz seconded to close the 
nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Mrs. Brown 
as Clerk of the West Salem School Board.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

Mr. Spraetz moved, Mr. Scafe seconded a resolution to 
authorize the board officers to borrow money pursuant to 
Wisconsin State Statutes 67.12(3) for the 2009-2010 and 
2010-2011 school years.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Kindschy moved, Mrs. Brown seconded to continue 
with Union State Bank as the bank depository.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

Mr. Scafe moved, Mr. Spraetz seconded to authorize 
facsimile signatures pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes 
66.042(3).  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Kindschy moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to authorize the 
board officers to invest surplus funds pursuant to Wisonsin 
State Statute 66.042(3).  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Scafe moved, Mrs. Brown seconded to select the 
second and fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
for regular school board meetings, and one meeting in 
December.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to reconvene into 
closed session at 10:00 p.m. for the remaining issue.  
Motion carried unanimously.

Closed Session

Mr. Scafe moved, Mrs. Brown seconded to reconvene into 
open session at 10:35 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Open Session

Adjournment
Mr. Ward moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to adjourn at 10:35 
p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda A. Brown, Clerk

School District of West Salem
Regular Board Meeting Minutes

April 26, 2010
Marie Heider Meeting Room – 7:00 p.m.

Convene
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President 
Errol Kindschy.  The meeting was noticed to the Coulee 
News, La Crosse Tribune, WLSU Radio 89 FM, WXOW 
TV-19, WKBT-TV, WKTY, WIZM, Union State Bank, First 
Community Credit Union, St. Joe Country Market, River 
Bank-Barre Mills, West Salem Post Office, Village of West 
Salem, posted at each school, district web site, and district 
office on April 22, 2010.

Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Christina Locante led everyone in the recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Scott Scafe recited the District 
Mission Statement.

Roll Call
Present:  Ken Spraetz, Tom Ward, Errol Kindschy, Scott 
Scafe, Jason Falck, and Linda Brown.  Also in attendance 
– Administrators:  Dean Buchanan, Eric Jensen, Mark 
Carlson, Barb Buswell, John Smalley, 7:04Michael St. 
Pierre, and Lisa Gerke; Student representatives:  Christina 
Locante and Kolton Christenson.  Accounts Manager:  
Davita Molling, Recording secretary:  Patrick Bahr.  
Excused:  Thomas Helgeson and Nancy Burns.

Approval of Agenda
Mr. Spraetz moved, Mr. Ward seconded to approve the 
agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Mr. Ward passed a sheet around for board members to 
indicate their interests in committee assignments.

Connection with the Community
Student representatives
Mr. Ward welcomed and introduced the new student board 
representatives Christina Locante and Kolton Christenson.

Correspondence
A proclamation issued by State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Tony Evers was read, acknowledging School 
Nutrition Employee Week as May 3-7, 2010.

Public comments on non-agenda items – None.

Written and Oral Reports
Professional Negotiations – Mr. Kindschy that negotiations 
with the administrators are continuing.

Supervisor Reports – The supervisor reports were reviewed 
by the board.

Consent Agenda
Mrs. Brown moved, Mr. Spraetz seconded to approve the 
minutes of the Regular Board meeting of April 12, 2010, 
as amended; and the invoices to be paid.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

Discussion/Action Items:
Mr. Kindschy moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to accept the 
donations from the La Crosse-Monroe County Pork 
Producers for the middle school family and consumer 
education department and books from from Bob Arceo for 
the elementary school library.  Motion carried unanimously.

Destination Imagination coaches Angie Stefferud-Johnson, 
Danielle Tsukano, Heidi Ebert, and Stephanie Sharp 
reviewed what Destination Imagination is and their recent 
placement at state and regionals.  Student team member 
were introduced.

Student Ryan Capwell presented his Senior Exit Project on 
Physical Therapy.

Friends of West Salem Baseball representative Mr. Rick 
Schultz presented information for a new scoreboard for the 
baseball field.  Funds were raised by the group to cover 
the cost of the scoreboard.  Mr. Spraetz moved, Mr. Scafe 
seconded to approve the purchase of the scoreboard as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  The status of the 
current scoreboard will be discussed at the next Buildings 
and Grounds Committee.

Mr. Kindschy moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to approve a new 
EBD position, the increase of a reading teacher from .8 
FTE to 1.0 FTE, and the summer extended contract for 15 
days for computer assistance.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Discussion was held on the need for making the curriculum 
director position full-time.  The curriculum director 
position will be discussed in more detail at the next Regular 
Board Meeting.

Mr. Spraetz moved, Mr. Kindschy seconded to approve the 
second reading of policy #956 Maintenance Worker Job 
Description, #965 Fitness Center Worker Job Description, 
#966 Pool Director Job Description.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

Mrs. Gerke left at 8:40 p.m.

No action was taken on accepting resignations/retirements.

Mr. Kindschy moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to approve the 
co-curricular recommendations for Jonathan Selck as a 
freshman baseball coach, splitting the contract with Charlie 
Ihle; and Susie Rudesill as a girls’ soccer volunteer coach.  
Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Scafe moved, Mrs. Brown seconded to extend the 
unpaid leave of Fitness Center Director Bradley Frahm 
until August as requested.  After some discussion, Mrs. 
Brown called for the vote.  A vote was taken on the call 
for the vote, all approved.  A roll call vote was taken on 
the original motion:  Mr. Falck Aye, Mrs. Brown Aye, 
Mr. Scafe Aye, Mr. Spraetz Nay, Mr. Ward Aye, and Mr. 
Kindschy Nay.  Motion carried.

Errol Kindschy will be the Bearing Wall presenter at 
graduation on May 30, 2010.

All Board members were encouraged to attend graduation 
on May 30, 2010.

Board members indicated their interest for committees on 
which they wish to serve.

Mrs. Brown moved, Mr. Scafe seconded to have Errol 
Kindschy serve as the CESA Convention Representative.  
Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Kindschy moved, Mr. Scafe seconded that the Board 
convene in closed session at 8:55 p.m.   A roll vote was 
taken Mr. Falck Aye, Mrs. Brown Aye, Mr. Scafe Aye, Mr. 
Spraetz Aye, Mr. Ward Aye, and Mr. Kindschy Aye.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
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The Board will discuss, consider and, if appropriate, take 
action in closed session the layoff of paraprofessional(s) 
pursuant to Wis. Stats §19.85(1)(c) “Considering 
employment, promotion, compensation or performance 
evaluation data of any public employee over which 
the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 
responsibility.

Closed Session

Mr. Scafe moved, Mrs. Brown seconded to reconvene into 
open session at 9:07 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Open Session

Adjournment
Mr. Scafe moved, Mr. Falck seconded to adjourn at 9:08 
p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda A. Brown, Clerk

Junior Business Achievement
by WSHS Journalism Student

 On April 29th, 2010 Six West Salem High School students 
competed in their first Wisconsin’s Junior Achievement Titan 
Challenge at CenturyLink in La Crosse.  Students from around 
the district competed in this schools such as Aquinas, Holmen, 
Central, Bangor, and La Crosse. 
 This challenge involves students in owning their own 
business and deciding prices, marketing, and investment. Out 
of the different teams 3 teams placed out of the top ten of their 
divisions. Our school did not make the finals round. “We worked 
really hard and tried our best and it was a lot of fun” said Micheal 
Ebert a freshman at West Salem High School.  Greg Jago and 
Hunter Hart placed 2nd in the Consolation Round. All students 
worked really hard at the competition.

West Salem High School Book Fair Goes To 
Success

By: Stephanie Miller WSHS Journalism Student

 West Salem High School’s LMC hosted a first-ever event, a 
trial book fair sponsored by Scholastic Books.
 “I just wanted to get a feel for the quality of books that 
Scholastic would be offering at the high school level,” said 
WSHS librarian Nicole Ellefson, who organized the event. 
 About 25 students ended up buying from the book fair. The 
reward the library received from Scholastic was about 60 more 
books added to the library. There was not enough money made to 
get a monetary reward.
 “I was very surprised by the high quality high school level 
books that were a part of it! I believe we could make it more suc-
cessful next time now that I know that they really do send great 
books,” said Ellefson. 
 “In the future, if we make enough to get a monetary reward, 
I would like to use that profit to get new furniture for the library,” 
said Ellefson.  “If Scholastic makes the decision to keep hosting 
high school book fairs, we will have another one.” 
 Ellefson believes that the West Salem High School library 
is a main attraction for students during school. There are usually 
students in there working on computers, taking tests, studying, 
reading, researching, people working on projects and much more. 
 “The library at West Salem High School is one of the best 
utilized high school libraries,” Ellefson said.
 “On an average day we generally see about 100-200 
students in the library. Every day is completely different from 
the next, which is one of the reasons I really like working in the 
library,” Ellefson said.

La Crosse Area Crime Stoppers Offers 
Students Hotline To Report Local Crimes

Kylie Gullickson, WSHS, Journalism Student

 Incidents involving drugs, alcohol, and even bullying 
affect both middle and high school students every day.  Unfortu-
nately, when they witness wrongdoing or are victims of bullying, 
students are either ignorant as to how to report it or are afraid of 
reprisals.
 According to resource Officer Brett Myers, the La Crosse 
Area Crime Stoppers offers a Student Safety Line for students at-
tending local Middle and High schools.  The Line offers complete 
anonymity and safety to students that call in to report a crime.   In 
addition, a $50 cash reward is given to students who give infor-
mation that result in the recovery of drugs, alcohol, or weapons 
on school property. 
 The Student Safety Line is funded entirely by the La Crosse 
Area Crime Stoppers. Myers noted that contributions to the Stu-
dent Safety Line will allow the program to continue making local 
schools and neighborhoods a safer place. 

Call the Student Safety line if you…

• Have overhead someone bragging about having committed 
a crime

• Know of someone who is currently hiding from the police
• Know of someone who has committed a robbery crime or is 

dealing drugs
• Have witnessed a situation that “just doesn’t look right” 

such as a strange car, a person acting sneaky, or someone 
with a knife or a gun

Those who are unsure of what they saw or heard is a real crime 
are encouraged to call the Student Safety Line anyway and let the 
police decide whether or not the incident is worth investigating.

Hotline:  (608)-784-TIPS
Or

1-800-947-3577
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Grade 4 Concert  - 
Rock N Roll Forever

Featured hits from the 50’s 
and 60’s such as Blue Suede 
Shoes, Tutti Frutti, I Want to 
Hold Your Hand, and Sur-
fin’ USA.  Students came 
dressed in 50’s style, includ-
ing poodle skirts and slicked 
back hair.  They did an awe-
some job and were applauded 
with a standing ovation at the 
end of the evening.  Parents 
and grandparents enjoyed the 
show with some saying that 
they ‘felt like a kid again’ 
after hearing the songs they 
grew up with.

Lisa Jones,
Elementary Music Teacher

Senior Holds A Youth Free-Throw Contest
by Elizabeth, Reschke, WSHS Journalism Student

Like many of his classmates senior, Christian Koepnick used the opportunity presented by West Salem High School’s SEP 
project to promote a favorite cause. Koepnick’s goal is working with younger athletes and to teach them for the Boys and 
Girls Club. He organized a free-throw contest to raise funds and to teach how to live an active and healthy lifestyle  as 
an adult, learn good social and leadership skills, or be able to improve self-confidence and self esteem, and to show how 
athleticism can be approached in a fun way and above all keep the youth involved.   

Koepnick added that he started coaching youth sports last winter for the Park and Recreation Department to gain more 
knowledge with working with little kids. “Also I have been involved with many basketball tournaments in my youth so 
being on the other side of it all was a challenge but yet a good experience,” said Koepnick. This final project was to orga-
nize a youth free-throw contest for boys and girls, grades 5-8, also raised 85 dollars for the Boys and Girls Club of West 
Salem.

The behind-the-scene Koepnick spent planning and many hours of hard work, preparation and paper work. He contacted 
all the local schools and the Boys and Girls Club and the Park and Recreation. He said his greatest challenge was promoting 
the event to the public and dealing with schedule conflicts. Despite the demands of his project, Koepnick says it was worth 
it. “The experience was great and helped me to appreciate the hard work it takes to put on events like this,” he explained. 

Star Search Follow-Up
by Nicole Barnhart, WSHS Journalism Student

 Singing, dancing, and many laughs were heard at the 
West Salem High School Heider center.  The Pep club 
held their annual Star Search talent competition on Friday, 
March 30th.   Eleven student acts participated, including:
• Stephan Helstad, Derek Betz, and Ben Hanchet per-

forming an original song on the piano based off “The 
Scientist” by Coldplay

• Bryar Hansen singing “Hallelujah” by Jeff Buckley
• Katie Fish performing a dance solo to “He lives in 

You” by Tina Turner
• Orrin Oliver performed a kazoo solo.
• Shelbi Marx playing the piano and singing “Boston” by 

Augustana.
• Catalina Saravia, Nicole Barnhart, and Leah Piper per-

forming “Mr. Brightside” by the Killers.
• Nicole Cox singing “Tim McGraw” by Taylor Swift.
• Katherine Huston playing the piano and singing an 

original song entitled “Now.”
• Jackie Helgerson, Abbey Johnson, Aleshia Green, Liga 

Celma, and Matt Kotek doing a “Spice Girls” skit.
• Adrian Rice, Ethan Sells, Isaac Craig, and Seth Walker 

playing “All the Small Things” by Blink 182. 

 The school nurse, Neil Wintersteen, also performed at 
the event, playing a piece on the piano.  
 The winners of the competition were Jackie Helger-
son, Abbey Johnson, Aleshia Green, Liga Celma, and Matt 
Kotek.  Second place was Katie Fish, third place was a tie 
between Shelbi Marx and Bryar Hansen, and fourth place 
was Katherine Huston.
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newsletters, check out the 
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B-A-O-AB?
Donate Blood

It takes all blood types, 
all generations…Especially Yours

West Salem Blood Drive
Friday, June 18, 2010

12:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Presbyterian Church

625 West Franklin Street, West Salem, WI

Appointments call 786-0684. Walk-ins are Welcome.

Blood donor card or driver’s license or two other 
forms of ID required at check-in.

American Red Cross


