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2017 Volume 5 - Issue 9

“Meet Us in the Middle”

Dear Families,  
               Spring seems to be here. Let’s hope the warmer weather isn’t Mother 
Nature playing an April Fools’ joke on us! At WSMS, we see this time of year as 
opportunity to re-commit to making our third trimester just as engaging, productive, 
and inspiring as the first two. We believe in sprinting through the finish line of the 
school year. There is some very important information related to upcoming spring 
events and activities within this edition of our school newsletter. These include 
students of the month, curriculum updates by teachers, student artwork, 2017 State 
Mathcounts News, & Summer School information.  

Your child is either currently taking or has recently completed the 
Wisconsin Forward Exam. The Wisconsin Forward Exam is a computer based, 
state mandated test that replaces the WKCE and the Badger Exam your child may 
have taken a few years ago. The Wisconsin Forward Exam asks students questions 
that are aligned with the State of Wisconsin standards. Our students in grade 6 
and 7 have taken tests in English/ Language Arts and Math. Students in grade 8 are 
currently testing in English/Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies. As with 
any assessment, this is only one measure of your student’s academic performance. 
We believe that through multiple assessments (teacher developed assessments, 
state and district assessments) we are able to develop a clearer picture of your 
student’s current level of performance as well as their growth over time. At WSMS, 
we believe in educating the WHOLE child. We want our students to learn and 
grow into educated, good, and happy adults.  

Speaking of a happy adult, April 13th will be one of MY happiest moments 
of the school year. That’s because we hold our Trimester 2 awards ceremony. 
There’s nothing quite like the opportunity to honor the talents, hard work, and 
achievements of our students. Panther Pride is certainly on display at WSMS when 
we celebrate our student accomplishments.  

 On behalf of our staff, I want to thank you for your continued support. I 
feel very blessed to work with such wonderful students and committed adults 
each and every day. We look forward to working together as 
a team to provide your child with an educational experience 
that strives to meet the district’s mission – “Serve with 
Passion to Ignite Creativity, Innovation, and Excellence.” 
 
Ben Wopat Principal  
Twitter.com/coachwopat  
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April 22 is Earth Day 
Each year, Earth Day - April 22 - marks the anniversary of what 
many consider the birth of the modern environmental movement 
in 1970.  At the time,  Americans were slurping leaded gas through 
massive V8 sedans.  Industry belched out smoke and sludge with 
little fear of legal consequences or bad press.  Air pollution was 
commonly accepted as the smell of prosperity.  “Environment” was a word that appeared more 
often in spelling bees than on the evening news.  Although mainstream America remained 
oblivious to environmental concerns, the stage had been set for change by the publication of 
Rachel Carson’s New York Times bestseller Silent Spring in 1962.  The book represented a 
watershed moment for the modern environmental movement, selling more than 500,000 
copies in 24 countries and, up until that moment, more than any other person, Ms. Carson 
raised public awareness and concern for living organisms, the environment and public health.

STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICK UP 

For the safety of our staff and students, please DO NOT pull into the staff parking lots between 
6:30-8:30 a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m.  The parking lot is for staff parking ONLY. The student drop 
off and pick up area is all along the curb on East Avenue.   
 
When you ignore this rule and drive into the staff parking lot, you put staff and students in 
danger of being injured or worse.  Please, for the safety of our staff and students, drop off and 
pick up your child before and after school along the curb on East Avenue only. Thank you for 
your compliance with this safety rule. 

SUMMER SCHOOL INFO 

*See page 20 for registration forms
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

Calendar of Events…
 6 - Track @ Sparta High 4:15 
11 - Track @ Winona Paul Giel Field 4:45 
14 - NO SCHOOL 
17 - NO SCHOOL 
18 - Track @ Westby High 4:30 
18 - Softball vs. Viroqua 4:30 
19 - Gr. 8 Civil War Reenactment 
20 - Mid-Term 
24 - Parent/Teacher Conferences - drop in  
24 - Softball @ Westby 4:15 
27 - Softball @ Tomah 4:15 
28 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher inservice 

28 - Track @Central High 4:15     

Counselor Comments…
Seems like we were just wishing everyone a Happy New Year, and now we are wondering how 
to get everything done before the end of the school year. Not sure where it goes, but time 
certainly does fly! (Of course, the kids may have a different opinion on that?!)   Environment/
Community Service will be the focus for the month of April. This asset may provide us with a 
sense of delayed gratification as we think of and feel for something "bigger than ourselves." Steve 
Jobs stated, "Things don't have to change the world to be important." So true as the smallest 
gesture or act of kindness can go a long way for the person(s) on the receiving end. What can 
you do to make a difference for others and your community?   

State testing has been completed for the 2016-2017 school year.  Thank you for 
stressing the importance of doing well on these tests to your children.  Results will be 
available by the end of the school year.  As the weather will inevitably become nicer, it is 
important that we help the students remain focused on finishing the year on a positive 
note.  Our final parent-teacher-student conference night will be on Monday,  April 
24, from 3:30-7:00.  This will once again be a "drop-in" style format.  Of course, do not 
hesitate to contact teachers before or after this date with any questions or concerns.   

Upcoming Events - May/June 
 
  1 - Softball vs. Holmen 4:00   25 - Softball @Holmen 4:00 
  2 - Softball @ Viroqua 4:30   29 - NO SCHOOL - Memorial Dal 
  4 - Track @ Bangor- we host 4:15  June 1 - Grade 8 Promotion 7pm 
  4 - Softball vs Aquinas 4:15   June 4-9 Gr. 8 DC trip 
  8 - Softball vs.Winona 4:15   June 9 - LAST DAY - 12:20 release 
10 - EARLY RELEASE - 12:20 
11 - Track @ Tomah High 4:15    
11 - Softball @Onalaska 4:00        
15 - Softball vs Sparta 4:00 
20 - Track Conference @ Logan 11am 
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6th Grade

Kiley Clauson Sawyer Hougum Olivia Hopkins

Delaney Christianson Ed Schmitz
Destiny Hanson

L- Rayna 
Dressel

L- Josh Iliff

R - Macy 
Kleinschmidt

March

8th Grade

7th Grade
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

Grade Level News…
Reading - Mrs. Schultz 

During the month of April students will be 
diving into research on their human rights 
topic.  This research will be used for their final 
product, an information book, for English class. 
The informational book will have 4 chapters. 

The first is focused on an explanation of their topic. The 
second chapter is about human rights that are violated as 
a result of their topic. Chapter 3 contains interesting facts, 
and the final chapter will hone in on a specific person, 
place, group or event that connect to their topic. Mr. 
Tashner and I will be “breaking down” the wall again 

between our two rooms to ensure that students receive 
the support and time to research their topics fully.  

April also marks the beginning of our mystery genre study. 
Students chose a mystery book in March. Their task is to 
keep track of clues and suspects as they read. At then end 
of their mystery, students will fill out a detective case 
report and create an iMovie trailer for their novel. Find 
out what your student’s mystery is!! 

Happy Reading everyone!

Social Studies - Mrs. Jeranek
After studying ancient Roman civilization throughout the 
month of March, 6th grade students chose a topic they 
wanted to research to gain further knowledge. They were 
required to use multiple sources, online and books, to 
present written information. Also, students created a 
project (poster, 3-D model, Minecraft, or other) to display 
their findings. We have many talented students that 
showed off their creative side! It was also a wonderful way 
to take a break from the normal Social Studies textbook 
learning. 
In April, we move forward with World Religions. Our focus 
will be acceptance and respect of religious beliefs 
throughout the world, so we better understand historical 
conflicts and values of others. We began the unit by 
reading, Whoever You Are by Mem Fox and will continue 
to learn through various literature and informational texts. 

By the end of the unit, students will have a World Religions 
booklet with loads of information.

Healthy Living Team 

The Healthy Living team is extremely excited to get 
outside again. Please remind your children to bring an 
extra pair of shoes to wear during the sloppy spring 
season. We will be participating in team handball, 
soccer, and floor hockey throughout the rest of the 
year. Like we mentioned last month, our focus will be 
on the defensive side of the game, and we look 
forward to watching your children develop the 
strategies needed to be successful on defense. Happy 
Spring! 

Luke N. and Judah 
H. created the 
Roman Colosseum 
with Rice Krispies.
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

English - Mr. Tashner 
We finished state testing, 
WOOHOO! Now that we have 
finished testing we will be hitting the 
grind on our final big paper of the 
year. This paper will be different from 
the others. Students will be creating a 
book about their Human Rights topic 
while including different text features 
within their book. Students will have 
four chapters to teach others about 
the particular Human Right they 
selected. English and Reading will 
once again ‘break down the wall’ to 
create a co-taught atmosphere for 
students to learn. As the year is 
closing, we will review many of the 
things we have covered so far this 
year: phrases/clauses, subjects/
predicates, parts of speech, avoiding 
sentence errors, etc. 

Science - Mrs. Jarosh 
For the month of April in sixth 
grade science we will continue to 
learn about how things work as we 
study Newton’s Laws of Motion and 
explore the power and efficiency of 
simple machines. We plan to 
construct various simple machines, 
discover how machines make work 
easier, and will be learning how to 
find the mechanical advantage of 
simple machines. I look forward to 
another exciting month in science. 
Happy Spring!  

Learning Targets for Simple 
Machines:  
1. When is work done on an object? 
How do you determine the work 
done on an object?  
2. What is power?  
3. How do machines make work 
easier?  
4. What is a machine’s mechanical 
advantage?  
5. How can you calculate the 
efficiency of a machine?  
6. What are the six kinds of simple 
machines, and how are they used? 
 7. How do you find the mechanical 
advantage of each simple machine?

Project & Inquiry - Mrs. Ebert 
Project and Inquiry gives WS students hands-on STEM experiences during each of their middle school years.  Focus is on 
collaboration, problem-solving, and communication as students work independently and in teams during a variety of projects 
and engineering challenges.   

A few years ago, young Californian named Caine entertained himself by creating his own arcade using cardboard boxes and 
tape.  Featured in viral You Tube videos, Caine’s ingenuity inspired 
WSMS sixth graders to develop their own tabletop arcade-type 
games utilizing recycled cardboard, bottles, paper tubes/cores, etc.  
Students were expected to develop a written plan and encouraged 
to create a paper model before beginning their construction 
process.   Construction has absorbed class time during the past 
two weeks.  Classmates will critique each other’s games and then 
share their games with the entire sixth grade during an upcoming 
Panther Time.  During construction, three written assignments 
were required.  Via Google Docs, students responded to questions 
which focused on planning and problem-solving.  These assignments 
were scored based on the same writing rubric utilized in other 
sixth grade classes.  Your child can share this document with you, 
and specific details are accessible via Edmodo. 

This month we will explore another aspect of paper engineering. 
(Yes, paper engineering is a real engineering category!) Taking our 
work to a smaller scale, we examine and construct pop-up 
mechanisms such as those used in books, cards, and advertising.
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

Math - Mrs. Jehn 

Regular Math 
We are in the thick of Chapter 7 as 
March ends and April rolls in.  By the 
end of the chapter, we will have 
learned to write, solve, and graph 
equations with one and two variables 
and inequalities.  These are concepts 
students will see over and over as 
they prepare for algebra.   

We will spend April on Chapters 8 
and 9.  Chapter 8 covers surface area 
and volume of three-dimensional 
figures including prisms and pyramids.  
Chapter 9 will quickly follow 
teaching students about statistical 
measures.  More familiar vocabulary 
for you would be finding the mean, 
median, and mode as well as 
quartiles, interquartiles, and range.  
Students will finish by learning about 
the mean absolute deviation.  

Chapters 8 and 9 are both short.  
They will take us to the end of April 
and into May before we finish the 
book and year with Chapter 10. 

Accelerated Math 
Students spent March finishing the 
6th grade book working on Chapter 
10 as well as finishing Chapter 11 
which is the first chapter covering 
7th grade content.  Chapter 11 
covered integers and integer rules 
including adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, and dividing positive and 
negative numbers.  With lots of 
practice, students will become very 
fluent in working with negative 
numbers.  In April we will work in 
Chapter 12 which builds on these 
skills but applies them to rational 
numbers.   

During the rest of April and going 
into May we will be working in 

Chapters 13 and 14.  Chapter 13 is 
titled Expressions and Equations.  
Students will reacquaint themselves 
with like terms and simplifying 
expressions.  They will also learn to 
add, subtract, and factor linear 
expressions as well as solve one and 
two-step equations using addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and 
division.  Chapter 14 is titled Ratios 
and Proportions and builds on their 
prior knowledge from Chapter 5 of 
the 6th grade book.  Students will 
use their understanding of solving 
and graphing ratios, rates, and 
proportions to work with slope and 
direct variation.  We will finish 
Chapter 14 and Chapter 15 in May 
which means students will have 
completed the first half of the 7th 
grade book by the end of the school 
year.
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

Reading - Mrs. Rochester 
During the month of April, 7th grade 
students will be finishing an 
environmental unit study. Similar to 
the dystopian unit, students were 
given a choice to read one of six 

books. They will also be reading non-fiction articles 
to enhance their understanding of environmental 
issues. During this unit, students studied the 
following literary elements: tone/mood, 
foreshadowing, point of view, importance of setting 
and irony. In addition, the students wrote in in their 
journal in response to what they were reading.  As a 
culminating project for this unit, students will be put 
into groups and create their own documentaries 
based on an environmental issue of interest. The 
students should also be reading a book (at least 25 
pages per night) of their choice at home. 

Social Studies -  
Mr. Mahlum  
For the month of April the students will welcome 
Mr. Haffner into our room. He is a student teacher 
from UW-L and will be with us until the end of the 
year. As for the content, students will start to look 
at the different laws we have in our country and the 
reasons behind our laws. Students will examine the 
sources of our laws, and what we do with those 
who break our laws. We will look at juveniles and 
the law towards the end of the month. 

Science - Mr. Baker 
We are entering the final stretch! Starting with 
classification of organisms and then moving 
through all the different groups. Students will be 
comparing and contrasting sponges to insects to 
mammals and everything in between. This is also 
the month we get to smell up the science room 
when dissecting worms and crayfish! Though not 
everyone's favorite, this is a great opportunity for 
students to see external and internal structures up 
close. 

The 7th grade campout is on the horizon as 
well! The dates are May 22-26.  

Students camp out at the school forest either the 
first half or second half of this week, so please try 
to avoid scheduling any appointments, or trips 
during this week.  
More details about this will be sent home later in 
the month. 
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

Math - Mr. Jones 

Regular Math 
In 7th grade math we will be 
learning about Chapter 9: Surface 
Area and Volume and Chapter 10: 
Probability and Statistics  

Common Core Standards for 
Chapter 9:  

*Solve real-world problems 
involving surface areas and volumes 
of objects composed of prisms, 
pyramids, and cylinders.  
*Describe the cross sections that 
result from slicing three 
dimensional figures.  

Common Core Standards for 
Chapter 10:  

*Understand representative 
samples and populations.  
*Use samples to draw inferences 
about populations.  
*Compare two populations from 
random samples using measures of 
center and variability. 
*Understand that probability is the 
likelihood of an event occurring, 
expressed as a number from 0 to 1.  
* Develop probability models and 
use them to find probabilities  
*Find the probabilities of 
compound events  

Advanced Math 
In advanced math we will be 
working on Chapter 14: Surface 
Area and Volume and Chapter 8: 
Volume and Similar Solids.  

Common Core Standards for 
Chapter 14:  

*Solve real-world problems 
involving surface areas and volumes 
of objects composed of prisms, 
pyramids, and cylinders.  
*Describe the cross sections that 
result from slicing three 
dimensional figures.  

Common Core Standards for 
Chapter 8:  

*Know and apply the formulas for 
the volumes of cones, cylinders, and 
spheres *Describe a sequence that 
exhibits similarity between two 
figures.

English - Mrs. Martinson 
In April, the 7th graders will be 
reading current Scope Magazine 
articles that have two sides to 
them in preparation for writing 
their own arguments.  The students 
will read, discuss, and form a claim 
about each topic.  Then students 
will be given a variety of topics to 
research and ultimately choose one 
to research for their own 
argument.  The most important 
part of argumentative writing is 
being able to discuss both sides of 
an issue.  The 7th graders will learn 
about both sides before deciding 
on their own opinion.  Pronouns 
will be the parts of speech focus 
for April.  We will also continue 
working on compound sentences.   

Art - Ms. Engen 
7th graders have been creating 
sketchbooks and practicing their 
contour line drawing skills.  They 
will soon be working with scale, 
creating a piece out of clay. 
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

Math - Mrs. 
Bentzen 

Regular Math  
(Chapter 7, Chapter 8) 
We will learn about real numbers 
and the Pythagorean Theorem.  We 
will explore the concepts of volume 
and surface area of cylinders, cones, 
and spheres. 

The objectives for Chapter 7: 
   *find square roots of perfect 
squares and cube roots of perfect 
cubes 
  *evaluate expressions involving 
square roots and cube roots 
  *use square roots and cube roots 
to solve equations 
  *provide geometric proof of the 
Pythagorean Theorem 
  *use the Pythagorean Theorem to 
find missing lengths of right triangles 
  *use the converse of the 
Pythagorean Theorem to identify 
right triangles 
  *use the Pythagorean Theorem to 
find distances in a coordinate plane 
  *solve real-life problems 
  *define irrational numbers 
  *approximate square roots and 
values of expressions involving 
irrational numbers 
   
The objectives for Chapter 8: 
*find volumes of cylinders and find 
heights of cylinders given the 
volumes 
   *find volumes of cones and find 
heights of cones given the volumes 
   *find volumes of spheres and find 
radii of spheres given the volumes 
   *identify similar solids and use 
properties of similar solids to find 
missing  
         measures 
   *understand the relationship 
between surface areas of similar 
solids and  

        between volumes of similar 
solids 
   *solve real-life problems involving 
cylinders, cones, and spheres 

Algebra  
(Chapter 8, Chapter 9) 
We will take our test on Chapter 8 
on April 10.  We will then explore 
polynomials and factoring in Chapter 
9. 

The objectives for Chapter 8: 
     *use properties of exponents 
involving products and quotients 
     *apply the product of powers 
property, the power of a power 
property, the quotient of powers 
property, and the power of a 
quotient property 
     *use zero and negative exponents 
     *read, write and compute with 
numbers in scientific notation 
     *graph and write rules for 
exponential functions, including 
exponential growth and exponential 
decay functions 

The objectives for Chapter 9:   
     *add, subtract, and multiply 
polynomials 
     *solve polynomial equations in 
factored form 
     *factor polynomials, special 
products, and factor completely 

Science - Ms. Smith-
Waller  
Inside Earth!! This is the 
name of our new textbook 
and also summarizes our 
focus moving forward.  We 
will continue to learn and 
understand about the inside 
of the Earth and the forces 
within that shape the land 
and create events such as 
earthquakes, volcanoes, 
mountains, and sea- floor 
spreading. We plan to map 

the ocean floor, identify the 
mid- ocean ridge, and 
understand how and why the 
Earth is constantly changing. 
After our study of plate 
tectonics, the 8th grade 
science students are ready 
to start their “mini” 
chemistry unit. During this 
unit, we will review the 
structure of an atom and the 
periodic table of elements. 
We will use this knowledge 
to begin learning about the 
various types and 
characteristics of rocks and 
minerals. Students will learn 
to identify more than 30 
types of rocks and minerals. 
Students are welcome to 
share any rock or mineral 
collections that they may 
have at home.   

We will be following these essential 
learning outcomes...  
1. Describe the process of plate 

tectonics, the types of plate 
boundaries, sea-floor spreading, 
and subduction, and explain the 
evidence of why each of these 
processes happen.  

2. Understand how plate tectonics 
can cause Earthquakes, 
volcanoes, mountain ranges, and 
use data to predict these events. 

3. Understand the structure of an 
atom and be able to draw a 
simple model of an atom, along 
with memorize at least 30 
elements and their symbol from 
the periodic table of elements.  

4. Identify the elements that make 
up certain rocks and minerals 
and identify 50+ rocks and 
minerals found in nature.  

5. Understand what causes the 
rock cycle and describe how the 
rock cycle works.
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

Reading - Ms. Friell 
Independent Reading: Every student is reading a book of his/her choice. This is required 
daily reading. They should be reading these books at home on a daily basis (a minimum of 20 
minutes). They are also given 20 minutes to read their choice books during every Reading 
class. Please ask your son/daughter to tell you about what he/she is reading.  

Journal Entries: Students are required to complete journal entries (in class) in a notebook 
that is kept in their binders. They will write about their own books and the class read-aloud.  
Journal entries ask them to address specific aspects of the books (story elements, literary 
devices, mood, tone, style, etc.). Journal entries are checked/graded every few weeks.  

Vocabulary: In addition to "A Word A Day" (from the book 100 Words Every Middle Schooler Should Know and 
www.englishcompanion.com), we have started studying Greek and Latin roots (we practice a different root every week). 
We also work with new words in the fiction and non-fiction we read as a class.  

During April 8th graders will study media literacy. This began with the interpretation of WWII era propaganda while 
reading The Diary of Anne Frank (the play version). They will learn about persuasive techniques and analyze different types 

English - Mrs. Sackett 
April in 8th grade English means the year is quickly coming to an end, and we have a lot of work left to do. We will be 
finishing our final big piece as we wrap up our argument presentations. In addition to the argument presentations, we are 
spending considerable time practicing compound and complex sentences, so we can progress to compound-complex 
sentences soon. Throughout the year, we have been reviewing and learning parts of speech. In April, we will complete 
these parts of speech by learning prepositions and interjections. Eventually, we will bring all of this knowledge together 
into a final parts of speech project. 

8th graders visit Trane  

At the end of February, 25 eighth graders participated in 
the Engineering Day hosted by Trane Company in 
LaCrosse.  Students toured portions of the Trane 
University facility interacting with a variety of engineers.   
In the machining lab, students witnessed how 3D modeling 
and CNC machining are used in the development of new 
products. Jaws dropped in awe while metals were 
stretched to their breaking point during a strength testing 
demonstration.  Chemical engineers shared their role in 
testing new products as well as an entertaining chemical 
reaction.   A fun-filled interactive “coding” activity required 
teams of eighth graders to develop a series of commands 
which, if well-written, allowed the human robot to create a 
neat and tidy peanut butter and jelly sandwich!  It was 
surprising to realize the variety of engineering jobs and the 
complexity of product development. The opportunity to 
visit Trane Company was appreciated!
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Social Studies - Ms. Morgan  
March was an exciting month for 8th grade social studies. Twenty-one students competed at the National History Day 
regional at UW-LaCrosse. Three events advanced to the state level competition at UW-Madison. State participants 
include: Rayna Dressel and Julia Koren with a group documentary on John Lennon,  Betsy Skaar with an individual exhibit 
on the Montgomery Bus Boycott, and Maria Horman with a historical paper on the Stonewall Riot.  Alternates are Grace 
Brigson with a documentary on Sophie School and Jenna Carns with her website on Socrates. 

For the first time in nearly a decade, WSMS had an 8th grade student qualify for the state National Geographic 
Geography Bee held in Madison on March 31st. Congratulations to Adam Rogge for being among the top 100 geography 
whizzes from across the state. 

Following state testing, our exploration of history will find us digging into our country's westward growth and the 
conflicts this growth led to with the native tribes who already called that land home. We will focus heavily on what was 
going on close to home with the Treaty of Prairie du Chien, the Black Hawk War, the Sandy Lake Tragedy, thre spearfishing 
controversy, treaty rights today and Wisconsin Indian cultures today. 

Twenty-one 8th graders that competed at regional NHD at UW-Lax on March 28

NHD participants that qualified for State!

State qualifier for Geo Bee in 
Madison 8th grader Adam Rogge
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Wednesdays - Release at 12:20 

Buses leave at 12:30 

May 10

General Music 6 “Keyboards 
and More” - Mrs. Glasel 
The students are continuing to work 
on their keyboard skills as they are 
learning sharps and flats (the black 
keys). They also are switching back 
and forth between the C and G hand 
positions and even have to figure out 
what hand position they need for 
each song.  

To conclude the unit on sound and 
hearing loss, the students are putting 
together a public service 
announcement that encourages 
people to make good decisions when 
dealing with loud sounds. They used 
the green screens to record their 
message and added pictures and 
music to their projects.  They will 
show their work to the other 6th 
graders in choir and band.  

Our Music Alive magazine articles 
this month focus on New Orleans’s 
Preservation Hall and on the music 
of Mexico. 

General Music 7 “Guitars and 
Musicals” - Mrs. Glasel 
These students are continuing to 
work on the guitar by using the first 
5 strings, as well as reviewing 
previous learning concepts. It is fun 
to see the students go back in their 
books  and find that the songs that 
they previously thought were really 
hard are now very easy.  Many are 
finding guitar music from our 
supplement basket that they can play. 
They can see the growth in their 
playing. 

The students are finishing up 
watching the musical Bye Bye Birdie 
and doing some comparisons to 
today’s culture.  They are finding out 
that things were very different back 
then. The next musical we will 
explore is West Side Story, in which 
we will discuss briefly the story of 
Romeo and Juliet and find some 
similarities between the two stories.  

General Music 8 “Keyboards 
and Guitars” - Mrs. Glasel 
Students who are on their 3rd 
trimester of their instrument are 
learning about: 

Guitar - 5th fret on the first string; 
incomplete measures; pitches on the 
6th string 

Keyboard - Eighth notes, sustain 
pedal  

Students who are on their 2nd 
trimester of their instrument are 
learning: 

Guitar - pitches on the 4th string; 
fermata 

Keyboard - playing in G position; 
sharps and flats 

Students who are on their 1st 
trimester of their instrument are 
learning: 

Guitar: playing on the first 3 strings 

Keyboard: intervals of a 2nd and 3rd; 
still playing one hand at a time.  

From the Music Dept.
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6th Grade Choir - 6th grade students continue to practice their sight-singing abilities, and rehearse music 
for their concert in May.  The 6th grade concert will be on Monday, May 15.  Students should report to the 
Heider Center at 5:30pm, and the concert will start at 6pm.  Students should wear their orange polo shirts, 
black pants, black socks, and black shoes.  Students in every day choir have been creating a variety of 
compositions using the Garage Band app on their iPads. 

7th Grade Choir - 7th grade students continue to practice their sight-singing abilities, and have recently 
added the note “Fa” which has been difficult.  The class also continues to rehearse music for their concert in 
May.  The 7th grade concert will be on Monday, May 15.  Students should report to the Heider Center at 7pm, 
and the concert will start at 7:30pm.  Students should wear their orange polo shirts, black pants, black socks, 
and black shoes. 

8th Grade Choir - 8th grade students continue to practice their sight-singing abilities, and recently added a 
new key signature, “D Major” to their repertoire.  The class also continues to rehearse music, and plan their 
spring concert.  The concert will be on Monday, May 22.  Students should report to the Heider Center at 
6:30pm, and the concert will start at 7pm.  Students should wear their orange polo shirts, black pants, black 
socks, and black shoes. 

Soundscapes - 7th grade soundscapes students have continued their unit on world drumming by 
participating in a variety of activities inspired by the multi-cultural, “Pulse: A Stomp Odyssey.”  Throughout 
April they will be working on a variety of drumming ensembles that will include playing the xylophone. 

African Drumming - African Drumming students have been taking turns to lead the class in drumming 
ensembles that they have created themselves.  After a class discussion, it was determined that each ensemble 
should have one instrument that played the steady beat, and two instruments that played complementary 
parts.  While teaching the class, students are recorded so that they can later evaluate their work.
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

2017 STATE Mathcounts News!
  
The State Mathcounts Competition was held in Sheboygan on 
Saturday, March 4, 2017.  There were 143 total students 
competing, representing  42 different schools from across the state 
of Wisconsin.  There were 27 official teams competing. 

 West Salem’s competitors were Elsa Mitchell, Ava Huth, 
Brennan Holst, and Wolf Weiss.  They placed 17th as a team.  
Mitchell placed 49th, Huth placed 75th, Holst placed 106th, and 
Weiss placed 54th.  Ethan Heger also competed for West Salem 
as an individual.  He placed 64th. 

 Mathcounts is a national program designed to promote 
excellence in math and science in grades 6 through 8.  West 
Salem’s Mathcounts program is coached by Tammy Bentzen and 
Jon Jones.  The National Competition will be held in May in 
Orlando, Flordia.   The top four individuals from the state 
competition will represent Wisconsin at the National Competition.

L-R - Mitchell, Huth, Heger, Weiss and Holst
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8th graders Bailee Peterson, Mallory Farr and Serena 
Fincher were selected by administrators to have 
their work on display at the district office for a year.

8th graders Sam Quam and Zach 
Hutchinson entered a contest through 
Wisconsin Aviation in Madison.  Both 
of them earned top places in the state 
and received $50 towards art supplies.  
Sam’s artwork is also being sent on as 
a U.S. finalist.

Mallory’s artwork

Sam’s artwork
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

Important Dates for 8th graders…

Friday, May 19 will be the Civil War 
Reenactment 

8th grade Promotion is on June 1 at 7pm in the Heider Center. 
Students need to be in the high school commons at 6:30. The 
ceremony will last about one hour. The attire for all 8th graders will 
be the 8th grade Class Shirt which was designed by an 8th grade 
classmate.

8th grade class trip…..June 4 - 9
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

The West Salem School District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, martial status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the Pupil 
Services Director at (608) 786-0700. To file a complaint of discrimination write to: Pupil Services Director at 405 East Hamlin Street, West Salem, WI 
54669 or call (608)786-0700. The West Salem School District is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

2017 Summer School Program 

It’s that time of year again to start thinking about 
Summer School! Be sure to mark your calendars! 
This year Summer School will be held July 17th 

through August 4th 8:30 - 12:00 for K - 8 
students. 

Summer Swimming Lessons ~ The school district 
will again be offering swimming lessons. 
  June 19-30              July 3-14           August 7-18 

You can find more information on the schools district website 
www.wsalem.k12.wi.us under the family or student tab 

Middle School Registration for the 2017 - 18 
School Year 

The 2017-2018 school year will again have online 
registration through Skyward Family Access. Online 
registration will open up August 1st.  If you are unable to 
register online, an in-house registration will be held on 
Monday, August 14, and Tuesday, August 15.  Computers 
will be available to complete your online registration.  
Students will get their class schedule, locker info and also 
Lifetouch will be here to take student pictures.  Please mark 
your calendars now and plan on attending.

http://www.wsalem.k12.wi.us
http://www.wsalem.k12.wi.us
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Jennifer Wheeler’s team finished 1st and is invited to 
World’s at the end of May

Carrie Johnson’s team finished 1st and is 
invited to World’s at the end of May

Dave Bohnsack’s team finished 1st and 
is invited to World’s at the end of May

Odyssey of the Mind 

Angie Hemker’s team placed 3rd

On March 18, WSMS sent 5 teams to the 
Odyssey of the Mind State Competition in 
Madison.  We came home with a 4th, 3rd and 
3-1st place finishes.  This year World’s will be 
held at Michigan State.   
Congratulations, Participants!

Heidi Knudson’s team placed 4th































	

	

	

	

AUGUST	2017	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
	 1	 2	 3	 4	
7	 8	 9	 10	 11	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
28	 29*	 30*	 31	 	

								

NOVEMBER	2017	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
	 	 1	 2	 3	
6	 7	 8	 9	 10	
13	 14	 ER	 16	 17	
20	 21	 NS	 NS	 NS	
27	 28	 29	 30	 	

	

FEBRUARY	2018	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
	 	 	 1	 2	
5	 6	 7	 8	 NS	
12	 13	 ER	 15	 16	
19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
26	 27	 28	 	 	

	

MAY	2018	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
	 1	 2	 3	 4	
7	 8	 ER	 10	 11	
14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
NS	 29	 30	 31	 	

	

	

SEPTEMBER	2017	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
	 	 	 	 NS	

NS	 5	 6	 7	 8	
11	 12	 13	 14	 15	
18	 19	 ER	 21	 22	
25	 26	 27	 28	 29	

	

DECEMBER	2017	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
	 	 	 	 1	
4	 5	 6	 7	 8	
11	 12	 ER	 14	 15	
18	 19	 20	 21	 NS	
NS	 NS	 NS	 NS	 NS	

	

MARCH	2018	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
	 	 	 1	 2	
5	 6	 ER	 8	 9	
12	 13	 14	 15	 NS	
19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
26	 27	 28	 29	 NS	

	

JUNE	2018	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
	 	 	 	 1	
4	 5	 6	 7	 SD	
11	 12	 13	 14	 15	
18	 19	 20	 21	 22	
25	 26	 27	 28	 29	

	

	

OCTOBER	2017	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
2	 3	 4	 5	 6	
9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
16	 17	 18	 19	 NS	
23	 24	 25	 NS*	 NS	
30	 31	 	 	 	

	

JANUARY	2018	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
NS	 2	 3	 4	 5	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
NS*	 23	 24	 25	 26	
29	 30	 31	 	 	

	

APRIL	2018	
M	 T	 W	 T	 F	
NS	 3	 4	 5	 6	
9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
23	 24	 25	 26	 NS*	
30	 	 	 	 	

	

	

NS	=		No	School	for	students	

ER	=		Early	Release	(Students	dismissed	at	12:20,	Buses	leave	at	12:30)	

SD	=		Snow	Day	or	Make-up	date	(June	8)	

*				=		Teacher	Inservice	(August	29	&	30,	October	26,	January	22,	April	27	+	2	Floating)	

WEST SALEM SCHOOL DISTRICT 
2017-2018 CALENDAR  

First	Day	of	School:		September	5,	2017		
Last	Day	of	School:		June	7,	2018	
Graduation	Day:		May	27,	2018	
Early	Release	Days:	
	 September	20,	November	15,	
	 December	13,	February	14,		
	 March	7,	May	9	
October	16:		Annual	Meeting	

19	

21	

19	

19	

15	

20	

19	

19	

22	 5	

SERVE WITH PASSION TO IGNITE CREATIVITY, INNOVATION, AND EXCELLENCE 

11/14/16	







© 2017 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

April 2017

Did you know that being kind 
not only makes tweens feel hap-
pier, it makes them more 
likely to succeed in school 
and to have more friends? 
That’s because doing kind 
acts connects them with 
others and motivates 
them to care about 
doing well. 

Help your child 
turn kindness into an 
everyday habit with 
these ideas.

Watch for openings
Have your middle schooler look for 

opportunities to be kind. If he has a friend 
whose mother is sick, he could think about 
ways to support him like asking how he’s 
doing or inviting him to do something fun. 
Showing kindness during a stressful time 
will strengthen a friendship—and your 
child’s character.  

Be a model 
Seeing kindness in action may encour-

age your tween to behave kindly, too. 
Invite him to go with you when you run 
an errand for a neighbor, and point out 

Animal antics
Inspire your middle grad-
er’s curiosity about the 

natural world—and enjoy some fam-
ily fun—by spending a spring after-
noon at the zoo. Let your child take 
the lead on which animals to visit. 
Perhaps she’ll want to snap photos 
or look for activities like handling 
reptiles in a “discovery room” or 
feeding tropical birds. 

Honesty matters
One way to encourage honesty in 
your youngster is to make sure you 
describe things accurately. Instead of 
saying “I’ll only be a minute” when 
you’ll likely be longer, give a better 
estimate. Otherwise, he might get the 
idea that stretching the truth is okay. 

Real-life stories
Biographies may motivate your tween 
to read by sparking her interest in the 
lives of real people. Plus, a good biog-
raphy can help your child connect to 
history or current events, learn impor-
tant character traits, and boost reading 
skills. Together, visit your library’s 
biography section, and pick out books 
to take home.

Worth quoting
“Before anything else, preparation is the 
key to success.” Alexander Graham Bell

Just for fun

Q: What do you get when you cross a 
computer with an elephant? 

A: Lots of memory!

All kinds of kindness

why you’re helping. “Mrs. Johnson had 
knee surgery and can’t drive, so we’re 
picking up her groceries for her.” Going 
out of your way for another person lets 
him see that kindness is important. 

Take action
When your child asks himself, “Who 

needs help?”, he’s taking an important 
step in expressing compassion. He might 
decide to collect toiletries for a women’s 
shelter, read aloud to wounded soldiers, or 
spearhead a soccer team car wash to raise 
money for the homeless.

Short
Stops

Spring into study time
Nice weather may pull your child out-

doors and away from her studies. Have her 
try these strategies to combine school-
work, sunshine, and physical activity: 

 ■ Your tween could go with friends to a 
nearby park and work at a picnic table. 
Every 20 or 30 minutes, they might take a five-
minute break to do stretches, shoot hoops, or jog around the playground.

 ■ Suggest that your middle schooler study with classmates in someone’s yard or 
driveway. They can stand in a circle and toss a ball back and forth to quiz each 
other. To start, one person asks a question and tosses the ball. Whoever catches it 
answers the question and asks the next one.

West Salem Middle School
Mike Lang, School Counselor
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place, such as a notebook she hides 
at home or a safe online password 
program.

Don’t leave a trail. Your child 
can guard her privacy by keeping 

her personal information off the 
Internet. That means no full 

name, phone number, city or 
town, or school. Insist that 

she create usernames that 
don’t identify her (like 
hamsterlove12 instead 

of abbysmith5). She also shouldn’t mention her name, city, or 
school in online posts or social media profiles (if she has any) 
or tag pictures with locations. The less revealing information 
she provides online, the safer she’ll be in the real world.

Do your 
best work
■Q  My son sometimes makes 
careless mistakes on his home-

work and loses points. How can I get him 
to try his best?  

■A  Explain to your 
son that working 
hard will help him 
succeed at whatever 
he wants to do in life. 
Part of that is making 
sure his work is neat, 
complete, and contains proper grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling. 

Offer to help him come up with a plan 
for how he might avoid simple mistakes. 
For example, he could look through past 
assignments and tests to create a list 
of errors he often makes (writing your 
instead of you’re or forgetting to capital-
ize proper nouns). Then, he can use his 
list to double-check his work.   

Also, show your tween that his school-
work matters by inviting him to tell you 
about what he’s studying. Have him show 
you graded assignments, and if you notice 
he’s improving, point out that he should 
feel proud.

Stay safe online
Encourage your middle schooler to be a tech 

whiz who’s also tech-wise. Share these online 
safety tips.   

Set strong passwords. To make them harder 
for hackers to guess, passwords should be at 
least eight characters and include capital let-
ters, numbers, and symbols. Avoid obvious 
ones like mypassword or 5678. Use different 
passwords for different sites, and change them 
every few months. Also, let your tween know 
never to share her passwords or enable others’ fingerprints 
on touch ID. And she should keep her passwords in a secure 

My tween daughters 
seem to be experts at 

arguing. I usually step in to help solve 
the problem since I just want them to 
get along. But that’s upsetting for me and 
often leaves all of us frustrated. 

I mentioned the problem to 
their pediatrician. She said 
middle schoolers need to 
learn how to handle con-
flict and that working 
things out with a sibling 
can be great practice. She 
suggested that I let them 
know I’m going to stay out 
of their squabbles unless 

What’s the probability? 
What are the odds of drawing the card you 

need when you’re playing a game? Try this 

card game to explore probability, or the 

likelihood that an event will occur.  

Materials: ace–10 of one suit of cards 

(spades, hearts, diamonds, or clubs)

1. Shuffle the cards, and stack them facedown. (Ace = 1.)

2. The first player draws the top card and lays it faceup. He predicts whether the 

next card will be higher or lower. Tip: He should consider which card was drawn 

and which ones remain. If he drew an 8, then 7 cards are lower, but only 2 are 

higher, so getting a lower card is more likely. 

3. The same player takes the next card. If his prediction was correct, he keeps 

both cards. If not, they go on the bottom of the deck.

4. Take turns until all the cards are used. The person with the most cards wins.

Sibling squabbles
someone might get injured. She also 
mentioned ways they could settle their 
issues, like looking for compromises or 
setting a timer and picking a solution 
before time runs out.  

Now when I hear 
my children arguing, 
I stay out of it or just 
say, “Work it out.” I 
notice that I don’t get 
as agitated by their 
bickering. And I’m 
hoping the practice 

will help them solve 
conflicts in other rela-

tionships, too.

Parent 
to 

Parent  

Q
&
A


