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Earth Day at WSMS
This year, we observed Earth Day by¥
going around West Salem and doing ”
our part to pick up trash. Due to a lot
of rain, we were unable to do it on actual Earth
Day, but we were able to make it out on

April 27th. Some

sgate. Kids went right

o .\ around campus while
.\l others were bused to

N town, including Lake
= Neshonoc, the
fairgrounds, and Vet's

Pa T T
The week prior, Homerooms = 3 3

painted rocks with inspirational \
notes. These were then left at the £ 3
various locations around town. i

It was a great day!

Fun Facts about Earth Day
by Drew M.
*Originated on April 22, 1970
* Is celebrated in over 193 countries
*It started in the US and has spread worldwide
* Also known as International Mother Earth Day
* Senator Gaylord Nelson (Wisconsin) created it
*It is estimated that over 1 billion people celebrate each
year
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Earth Day is an annual holiday
on April 22 that demonstrates
support for environmental
protection. Earth Day was first
founded in the year of 1970 it
was meant to be a day of
education about environmental
issues. In the decades that lead
up to the first Earth Day,
Americans were consuming
huge amounts of leaded gas
through massive and inefficient

. Source:
automobiles. Some people https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
celebrate Earth Day as a way to
help clean the earth.

What People Do On Earth Day?

During Earth Day people
spend their time picking up
litter and planting trees.
They spend April 22nd as
a day to protect are planet
from deforestation and
pollution. t's a day to
show your appreciation to
the earth and help fix it.
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String art would make a
great art project for the spring, but you can
really make any design you want. All you
need for this craft is piece of wood, nails,
and some sort of string or yarn. Also, spring
themed string art would make nice

decorations.
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/514114113697953176/

Friendship
bracelets are a fairly popular spring and
summer craft and there are a wide variety
of patterns to choose from. If you are
looking for a new pattern to try, the one
pictured would be fitting for spring.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygx6|GR4mHA

As it starts to warm

up outside, you can go search for rocks to
paint. Painted rocks would make fun
decorations for gardens or flower pots.

https://www.ilovepaintedrocks.com/2017/10/best-easy-roc
k-painting-projects-tutorials-beginners.html

Marbled paper is
quite easy to make! All you need is shaving
cream, a cookie sheet or dish, and paint or
food coloring. You can really use it for
anything you like. Cards and envelopes are

just two of the many options.
https://honestlywtf.com/diy/diy-paper-marbling/

3 By Natalie C.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygx6IGR4mHA
https://www.ilovepaintedrocks.com/2017/10/best-easy-rock-painting-projects-tutorials-beginners.html
https://www.ilovepaintedrocks.com/2017/10/best-easy-rock-painting-projects-tutorials-beginners.html
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/514114113697953176/
https://honestlywtf.com/diy/diy-paper-marbling/

West Salem Middle School Newsletter April 2022

Easter/ sPr'ing Jd

Brooke R.

Why is April so popular For using a trampoline?
I+'s Sprina—ﬁme!

When does Easter come before Valentine's D
In the dic+ionary.

s lke most?
April Fuel's Day

What happens i~ you f£all in love on Easter?
Youll live hoppily ever after |

Why don'+ you see dinosaurs on Easter?
They’re eaas—+inc+.

What's a -Porge’r—cul bunny called?

Hare-brained

Why are people tired in April?
They just Finished a March.

What music does the Easter Bunny dance to?
HiP—hoP

When would a bunny wear a hat?
When it's having a bod hare day. N\

4 N
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Origin of the Easter Bunny

By Mara M.

The Easter Bunny is not
mentioned in the Bible but is
a symbol associated with
Easter. The bunny symbolizes
fertility and new life.

Apparently in the 1700s,
the Easter Bunny came over on
a boat with some German
immigrants. The Germans ended
up transporting their egg
laying rabbit called an
“Osterhase.” The immigrants
ended up settling in PA.
Children would build nests
for the bunny to lay their
colored eggs in. This
tradition ended up spreading
all over the country. If the
kids would make the nests, in
the morning they would find
sweet treats, including
colorful eggs, chocolates,
candiss, and some presents,
left by the bunny.
https://www.history.com/topic
s/holidays/easter—-symbols



https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/easter-symbols
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/easter-symbols
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Spring Recipes sy auywu

Sour Patch Grapes
Ingredients
1 1b. strawberries

2 tsp. lemon juice

2 tbsp. flavored Jell-O

Step 1. In a large bowl or resealable bag,
combine strawberries and lemon juice. Toss
gently to coat strawberries lemon juice.
Step 2. Sprinkle in Jell-O powder and toss

again to coat. Taste, and add more if desired.

Birds Nest Dirt Cups

Ingredients
1 cup pretzels

1 cup Salted Caramel Candy Melts
20 Golden OREO cookies, crushed
1 cup Jell-O Instant Lemon Pudding g
2 cups milk

1 container Cool Whip

6 PEEPs Chicks

18 candy coated chocolate eggs

11111

Step 1. Melt the caramel candy. Mix the candy
with the pretzels and allow them to cool.

Step 2. I made an instant lemon pudding and
allowed it to chill. Set aside and crush your
Oreos.

Step 3. Place the crumbled cookies into the
bottom of a glass. Top with the lemon pudding
mixture, more crumbled cookies, lemon pudding
and finally the pretzel “birds nest”.

Flower Cookies

Ingredients
1 cup peanut butter, creamy
1 cup sugar

1 egg

Pastel M&Ms

Step 1. Preheat the oven to 350°F.

Step 2. Mix together the peanut butter,
sugar, and butter until a dough forms.
Step 3. Scoop dough and roll in additional
granulated sugar. Place dough on ungreased
cookie sheet.

Step 4. Gently press each piece of dough
with the bottom of a glass to flatten.

Step 5. Bake for 9 minutes.

Step 6. Upon removing the cookies from
the oven, gently press the M&Ms into the
tops of the cookies to form a flower shape.

Step 7. Let cool before eating.



Q:Would you rather fight an elephant-sized pigeon or 500 pigeon-sized elephants?

A: An elephant sized pigeon because pigeons don’t have tusks and it would be like
stepping on legos if | stepped on an elephants tusks

Q: if you have described something as indescribable haven’t you already
described it?
A: Yes, indescribable is the description.

Q: if you think anything is possible is it still possible for things to be impossible?
A: No

Q: Do fish have a thirst for water?
A: Maybe in certain situation like how humans need air when something is preventing
them from being normal

Q: Why is sandwich meat round when bread is square?
A: I'm not sure, why are pizza round and we cut them in triangles and put them in a
square box

Q: If you were an animal what animal would you be, and why?
A: A bison because they are big and beautiful

Q: If you punch yourself in the face and it hurts, are you weak or strong?
A:Strong

Q: What is the color of a mirror?
A: Metallic silver

Q: If you set a rooster on the top of a roof and it lays an egg which way would the
egg roll?
A: Down the roof

Q: If Hollywood made a movie about you who would you like to play the lead role?
A: Chris Pratt , - :

Q: How do | rate as an interviewer on a scale of 1 - 10?
A: 11
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How long have you taught at West Salem?

Have you taught anywhere other than here?

If you had to pick another job what would it be?

What job(s) did you have before teaching?

What's your favorite food?

If you could live anywhere in the world where would it be?

Where did you grow up/go to school?

Did you play any sports when you were in school?

What was your favorite game to play as a child?

If you could go back in time what year would you go to?

What are some of your hobbies?

If you could meet any celebrity who would it be and why?

If you had a superpower what would it be?
8
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What You Don’t Know About Mr. Mahlum

by Luke G.
What college did you go to? UWL

Why did you want to be a teacher? | didn’t

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you
do for a career? meteorologist

What was your dream job? astronaut
What's your hidden talent? tether ball
Do you have a pet? Murphy. He is a mut.
Biggest fear? tight spaces

What is your favorite song? “When the Levee Breaks” by Led
Zeppelin

What is your favorite thing to do in your spare time? play euchre

What are some of your other hobbies? Golf, ski, watch
documentaries, have campfires

If you could time travel, what year/decade would you go to? 1870s

If you could travel anywhere, where would you go? Norway (in the
summer)

What's your biggest pet peeve? people that are late

When is your birthday? July 24

What is your favorite animal? Wolf

What else would you like people to know about you? “| have three

kids. One in high school and two in middle school. | have two brothers
and used to like baseball hats until | shaved my head.”
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Questioning Ms. Sackett

8th Grade ELA Teacher By Lydia R.

Q - When did you begin teaching here at the middle school? How many years have
you taught?
A - | started in 2012, and it’s been 10 years

Q - Do you have a favorite unit of ELA to teach?
A - The diversity unit. We get to have really interesting discussions and do fun
activities.

Q - What activities do you like to do outside of school?
A - | like to go hiking, kayaking, listen to audio books, and take naps.

Q - What is your first name?
A- Rachel

Q - Were you always wanting to be a teacher?
A - No, | actually didn’t know what to do. | played basketball in college, but moved on
to teaching after a while.

Q - How many kids do you have?
A - 4 daughters

Q - Do you have a favorite place to travel or go to?
A - Any relaxing place by the ocean or
the beach to listen to the waves.

Q - What’s your biggest fear?
A - If something bad would happen to my girls.

Q - Where did you grow up?
A - In La Crosse, Wisconsin

Q - Do you have a hidden/special talent?
A - | recently just started refinishing furniture. | enjoy remodeling and refinishing

household furniture. -
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Get To Know Mrs. Sharp
By Macy R. and Grace J.

Where did you grow up?
e Metaq, Missouri on a farm

Where did you work and what did you do before working at West Salem?
e I owned a business as an artist

What school did you go to while growing up?
e Maries R-1in Vienna, Missouri. I went to college at the University of Missouri near
Kansas City.

What do you like to do on your free time?
e make art and spend time with friends

What's your favorite type of music?
e folk Americana

Why did you want to work in the office here?
e Dbecause the staff and kids are awesome

If you could go anywhere in the world where would
you go and why?
e Toronto, Canada to see my son

What's your favorite food?
e dessert, anything with chocolate and salted caramel

Do you have any pets?
e no

What's a hidden talent you have?
e singing karaoke

What activities were you in while you were in school?

e Science Olympiad, Math Counts, speech and drama, Future Homemakers of
America

What did you want to be when you were a kid?
e a lot of things, but probably mostly a singer, teacher, or doctor

What's your worst fear?
e something bad happening to my kids.

What's your favorite color?
e turquoise

11
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Mrs. Lochen

Macy R. and Grace J.

When did you start working here?
February 2008

Where did you go to school?
Western TC

Where did you grow up?
Bangor

Where did you work before working at West Salem?

Auto Glass Specialist for 10 years & American Family Insurance

What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
Spending time with family and reading

Do you have any pets?
1 dog (Oreo0)

What is your biggest pet peeve?

lack of communication

|

§~‘

What is your favorite type of music?

iii

ii

classic rock

Why did you want to work in the office here?
| like working with kids

What is your favorite thing about West Salem Middle School?
Working with the great staff and being around the awesome kids.

What sports did you do while you were in school?
volleyball (for three years), cross country (for 1 year), and basketball.

12
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M ath CO U ntS By Alicia Z, Tula M, Sammy A

Mathcounts is a sport for your brain. In Mathcounts you
compete against other schools with math. The students in the 7th
and 8th grade advanced math classes take six tests. The top twelve
highest scores out of all these kids become the Mathcounts team.
They then go to competitions around the area and compete with
other schools. The entire team competes in the regional competition
in La Crosse and then the top mathematicians from that competition
go to the state competition in Sheboygan.

The first competition was February 17th in Mrs. Bentzen'’s room.
At this competition, you get to see who goes on to the state
competition on March 12th. At regionals there were 48 kids. The top
two teams, and four individuals go to the state competition. At state
there were 100 middle school students. West Salem had five
students go to the Mathcounts state competition. These students
were, Sammy A. (7th grade), Isabel K. (8th grade), Lydia J. (8th
grade), Breanna S. (8th grade), and Eliot W. (8th grade).

13
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WSMS Track and Fle

Track is a fun, yet challenging Events
sport. There are a variety of both
running and field events team Track

members can choose to
participate in. The team includes
23 sixth graders, 32 seventh

100 meter low hurdles
100 meter dash

graders, and 29 eighth graders who 1600 meter run
will compete against many other 4 x 200 meter relay
schools in the area throughout the 400 meter dash
track season. Come cheer them on 4 x 100 meter relay
at their next meet! 200 hurdles
o - 800 meter run
| Schedule | 200 meter dash
| April 12 at (Logan, Longfellow, | 4 x 400 meter relay
| Sparta) |
i April 21 at Central High (Longfellow, Aquinas, | iald
i Winona) | Fie
* April 26 at Logan High (Lincoln, Longfellow, | high jump
| Winona) - | long jump
. May 9 at (Holmen, Winona ) )
May 16 at Tomah High (Tomah, Holmen, trlpIeJump
Onalaska) shot put
May 19 at Onalaska High (Onalaska, Aquinas, discus
Westby)

May 23 at Logan High (conference)

By Natalie C.
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Soccer Season oy kyiick. & Belia &

Soccer is an amazing outdoor sport with seven people on
the field. It's played in the spring time when you can wear
shorts and a t-shirt. You play in halves with three defenders,
three offensive players, and one goalie. The goalie wears a
different color shirt to tell who’s the goalie and who's the player,
they also wear special gloves to protect their hands from the
players’ pokey cleats! The offense’s job is to make plays, pass
to each other, and to put the ball in the goal. On the other
hand, the defense stays back and defends their goal. The goal
of the game is to score as many goals as you can and to have
fun while doing it. There are many different rules in soccer. For
example, if the ball touches your forearm and up, it's a hand
ball and the other team gets a free kick. The goalie has an
exception because they can touch the ball to protect the goal.
Another rule is you must wear specific shoes, and you must
wear shin guards. You do this so you have better grip on the
ground and so when you get kicked in the shin it doesn't hurt

as bad. Those are only some of the rules and basic dynamics
of soccer.
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Formula 1 is nine months of racing every other weekend where 20 racers from ten

teams race to be the champion. The 20 drivers race in 220 MPH cars around a total of
23 tracks (for the 2022 season). Each racetrack has 14+ turns, and drivers have to

- race around the track for 2+ hours. The races are very fun to watch with people doing
amazing turns and overtakes. But, all of the drivers are risking their lives to race F1.
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Trout Fishing sy ohn m.

Catch and release anuary 5- May 6 '
Regtdar season: May 7} October 15, 2023

Speciesiof T ot:t it\ Visconsin|

IR ;

Rambo»kT Ut w:'tff‘s
Brown L !
Lake T putt | ',
Brook Trout t

" &
Trout\Baits

L v,;‘:,,( ." |
nd gweight |

N

Night cr%wlers, hook,
Trout Spinner
Corn
Small pig@e
Fly baitSts

-

Trout stream ,,y,,,
lakes

creeks

ponds

dams

’
/%
-
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Freshwater Fishing Boats ., caew

Freshwater fishing is fishing in lakes, rivers, and ponds. Saltwater fishing is
fishing in oceans and seas. I've been freshwater fishing since | was about
three years old. | use a Deep V Boat. | like it because it's small and it gets
through tough spots.

Types of Fishing Boats
1. Jon Boat — flat bottom boat

2. Bass Boat -fiberglass or aluminum, fast and shallow water boat.
3. Deep V Boats - big v hull (bottom) boats
4. Center Console Boats-boats that are driven from the center.

5. Pontoon Boats-boats with two pontoons (metal cylinders that make a
boat float)

Bass Boat Deep V Boat

Jon Boat

18
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BENEFITS OF HAVING MUSIC IN YOUR [IFE

BY BRI P

Music can have a major impact in your Ife, both mentally and emotionally.
Neuroscientists lnave discovered tnat listening 1o music heightens positive: emotion and
nelps reduce stress. Music also improves your memory. I does fhis becouse music
makes you use bofh sides of your brain which con make it healthier, and
memorizing music challenges your brain and makes it stronger. Music also hnelps
some people Manage pain. If's also relatable because tnere are so many types of
music— breakup music, Up-beat music, funny music, or even music about world
problems. Having all of these different types of music con help people express

fheir emotions.

| survered the T graders about plaing instruments and singing
Here are the results:

Do You Play An Instrument? Are You In Choir Or Do You Like Singing?

What Instrument Do You Play?

Trumpet

Tuba
Trombone
Baritone

Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxohpne
Flute

Clarinet

Bass Clarinet
Bassoon
French Horn
Piano/keyboard
Guitar
Percussion
Oboe

Recorder
Otamatone

0 5 10 15

19




Born: Gori, Georgia
Died: March 5, 1953, Kuntsevo Dacha
Full name: Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin

Children: Vasily Stalin, Svetlana Alliluyeva, Yakov
Dzhugashvili, Artyom Sergeyev

Nationality: Georgian, Russian, Soviet

Spouse: Nadezhda Alliluyeva (m. 1919-1932), Kato
Svanidze (m. 1906-1907)

Height: 5’6
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Spouse: Lyudmila Aleksandrovna Ocheretnaya (m.
1983-2014)

Born: October 7, 1952 (age 69 years), Saint Petersburg,
Russia

Office: President of Russia since 2012
Children: Mariya Putina, Katerina Tikhonova

Previous offices: Prime Minister of Russia (2008-2012),
President of Russia (2000—2008), Acting President of
Russia (1999-2000), Prime Minister of Russia (1999-2000)

Presidential terms: May 7, 2000 — May 7, 2008, December
31, 1999 — May 7, 2000, May 7, 2012 —

Height: 5’7
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Chernobyl: The disaster that changed the world
By Joey G.

Nuclear/Radioactive problems.

Source:
https://world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-
and-security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.as

pX
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Tragedies on April 15 bywic.

Many tragedies have occurred on April 15th. | discovered this
when | googled “events in April.” Here are some of them.

-In 1978, 43 people died in a head-on train collision in Italy.
-96 people were crushed to death in the
Hillsborough Football Stadium collapse in 1989.

-The Titanic sank in 1912.

-The first British person to crash in a motor vehicle happened in
1901.
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e ife P | Star Wars Day (also D
Principals| | surance Faranormal CincoDe | Day ay
Day Day Day Mayo)
- o 10. 1. 12. 13, 14,
National Have National . . . . .
a Coke Day | Lost Sock National National National National National
(also Mothers | Memorial Clean Your Twilight Odometer | Apple Pie | Archery Day
Day) Day Room Day Zone Day | Day Day
15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21
National National Do | National National No | National  National Na.tional
Chocolate Something Idaho Day Dirty Dishes | Devil's Rescue Dog | preq
Chip Da 30_od for Your Day Food Cake Day (also F D
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Day)
22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27 28.
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National National National
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Day Day Day




