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440 East Ave West Salem, WI 54669
Phone - (608) 786-2090     Fax - (608) 786-1081

PANTHER POST

Dear Parents,

It must be November, because the leaves are turning, the chill of fall is 
in the air, and hopefully, the school year has settled into a productive 
and positive routine for your family. Recently, we completed our 
student/parent/teacher conferences on October 17 and 21. Thank you to 
all the students and parents who attended. It’s important that students 
see your support and communication regarding their academic progress. 
It shows students that you understand how important their education 
is, and helps them view learning as a priority as they become 
increasingly more responsible for their education as they grow older.

The month is full of opportunities and important dates for our students. 
Our fall sports season came to an end and our winter sports season 
began. Our annual Veterans Day Program will be held on Monday, 
November 11, at 7:50 am in our main gym, and you are invited to 
attend. You can find more information about our program on page 3. 
Our first trimester ends on November 26, and we will not have school 
November 27 – November 29 for Thanksgiving break.

We look forward to continuing to work together to provide your child 
with the best educational experience here at West Salem Middle School. 
On behalf of our staff, we hope you have a great Thanksgiving holiday 
with your family and friends. This year, I am once again very thankful 
for the opportunity to lead a student-centered staff, work with 
supportive parents, and with your incredibly talented children within a 
strong community.

Thankful to be a Panther,

Ben Wopat
https://twitter.com/CoachWopat

Ben Wopat - Principal Amanda Beld - Associate 
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Calendar of Events-Athletics 

Click on the link below and it will take you to our Middle School 
Athletics page.  You will be able to click on the links for the Winter 
Sports to see the game times/locations. 

24-25 Fall Athletics 

Calendar of Events-School 

November 7 Gr. 8 School Forest (Coe, Smith-Waller, Meyer)
November 8 Gr. 8 School Forest (Sackett, Morgan, Snook)
November 11  7:50 a.m. Veterans’ Day Assembly in Large Gym
November 18 7:00 p.m.   Middle School Musical @ the Heider Center
November 19 7:00 p.m. Middle School Musical @ the Heider Center
November 20 Incentive Day Schedule (students to Heider Center for play)
November 26 Trimester 1 Ends
November 27-29 NO SCHOOL THANKSGIVING BREAK

Nov 22 - Nov 24 Thanksgiving Break (see you on November 27!)

https://www.wsalem.k12.wi.us/content/schools/middle-school/activities/athletics
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From the Office - Attendance

If your child will be absent from school, PLEASE follow the protocol below:

• Call the office at 608-786-2090, Option 1, before 7:50 a.m.  If you receive the voicemail, please leave a message that 
includes your child’s name, grade and the reason for the absence.  If your child is ill, please be specific with his/her 
symptoms.  We are required by state law to report numbers of students that are ill with strep throat, stomach flu, colds 
and chicken pox, making it important to have accurate counts.  We only report numbers, not student names.  If your 
child’s absence is not called into the school in a timely manner, we will call home.  If we don’t speak to a parent/guardian, 
it is considered an unexcused absence and consequences may be assigned to the student.

• In lieu of calling, you may also email Stephanie Pearson at pearson.stephanie@wsalem.k12.wi.us with absences, medical 
appointments, etc.

• Calling in absences ahead of time, like medical appointments, vacations, etc. is highly encouraged! We will 
document it  so you will not have to call again the day of the absence.

• If your child needs to be picked up for an appointment, please send a note or call the office as far in advance as 
possible so that your child can be given an out pass ahead of time.  We appreciate advance notification as it eliminates 
the need for us to try and find your student at the last minute when he/she is being picked up.  

• If your child returns with a medical or dental appointment verification form, it is not counted toward the 10 days allowed 
for your child to be absent from school.  

• Thank you for your cooperation in keeping your child’s attendance up to date and informing the school of absences in a 
timely manner!

On Monday, November 11, the West Salem Middle School will honor our Veterans. We will have an 
assembly starting at 7:50 a.m. in the main gymnasium (Commons area), with both the middle school band 
and choir performing. All Veterans are welcome to attend. During the event, students will learn about how 
the flag is folded and what each fold represents. Students will also get to see and thank a member of each 

Veterans’ Day Assembly

mailto:pearson.stephanie@wsalem.k12.wi.us


 4Counselor’s Corner 
Ms. Becker - Mrs. Broughton 

We have passed the halfway point of the 1st Trimester and are enjoying many opportunities to 
meet with students. Parent/Teacher conferences have come and gone, yet please do not hesitate to 
reach out to your student’s teachers or one of us with any academic, personal or social concerns. We 
share a common goal: provide the best education we can as well as fostering rich social and emotional 
lessons, the aim of which is to develop a well-rounded, responsible and respectful young adult. 

 
 

Tips for the Middle Years:

Digital Manners
Before your tween sends a text, post, or email, suggest that she ask herself, “Is this nice? Would I say it in 
person?” If the answer to either question is no, it’s a good idea to reword. Tip: If they feel the need to 
type a disclaimer like “No offense, but … ” they probably shouldn’t hit “send.”

Attendance Matters
Missing even a few classes —whether they’re in person or online—can have a snowball effect. Not only 
does being absent make it hard for your child to keep up, but chronic absenteeism is linked with a higher 
dropout rate. Make sure your middle grader knows you expect him to be in every class every day, unless 
he’s sick or there’s a family emergency. 

Fine Tune that Study Routine

Set the scene - silence electronics, set a timer to take breaks, and gather supplies and snacks before starting 
homework. 

Always have a plan - your middle schooler should find a regular time to study each day that fits with 
mealtimes and other activities. It might be at 5 p.m. most days and 7 p.m. on Wednesdays, when your family 
eats dinner early. Then, they can start each session by listing specific tasks and how long they expect them to 
take. 

Personalize the approach-The “right” way to study is different for every student. Suggest that your child 
experiment with study methods to find favorites - sometimes music helps and for others, silence is best. Desk, 
bed, kitchen table are all o.k., but make sure the environment is working for your learner.  

Of course, November reminds us to be grateful for the many blessings we have in life. If 
we truly stop to think about all the good in our lives, that list would be endless! One particular way 
we will show our gratitude will be creating cards for our service members and veterans.  Thank you 
for your service.  Also, thank you for entrusting us with your children! 

Looking ahead,  we will be coordinating our annual food drive in coordination with the 
West Salem Lion’s Club. More information will be coming soon. Common and helpful items to 
donate are canned soups, cereals, pasta and sauce and macaroni and cheese. 
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Each month, teachers send nominations for Student of the Month.  
October’s focus was Working Hard - Self-Advocacy/Initiative.  Below 
is a list of three students from each grade level that were chosen 
because they embody Working Hard, Self-Advocacy and Initiative.  
Mr. Wopat, Ms. Beld, Ms. Becker and Mrs. Broughton notified 
parents of this accomplishment, and met with them on Thursday 
October 31, for individual and group photos. 

Grade 5 
Harper Hennessy 

Craig Schaller 
Everly Quackenbush 

Grade 6 
Haley Buisman 
Parker Cessford 
Brooklyn Pedrin 

Grade 7 
Aribella Craig 
Quinn Maki 

Sam Schleppenbach 

Grade 8 
Raja Albright 

Reece Corcoran 
Kiara Crow 

CONGRATULATIONS for making a difference in others lives!  We 
appreciate YOU!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
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“Meet Us in the Middle”

During math, we will finish our work
with whole and decimal numbers. This
will include adding, subtracting, place
value, and word problems. We will also
do a mini-unit on 2-D shapes like
quadrilaterals and triangles. We will
focus on their attributes.

We will continue to work on reading
books and writing about our reading.
Students should continue to read at
home. After we finish comparing
characters, our lessons will start to
shift to nonfiction features and
reading strategies.

Writing will be finishing up their
narrative unit and will change their
focus to informational writing. They
will learn different skills and features
of informative writing and apply that to
their own writing pieces.

In science, we will be finishing up our
Matter Unit. We will be learning about
physical and chemical changes and
running several science experiments
using the scientific process. Our next
unit will be about space.

In social studies we are learning about early European explorers who ventured to
different parts of the world, like Marco Polo and Christopher Columbus. We are
also talking about the economic impact of trade in the 1400’s. Students will take
part in a ship simulation and cross the Atlantic Ocean for gold and glory.

Important Dates:
November 26th-First Trimester Ends
November 27th-No School
November 28th-No School

(Happy Thanksgiving!)
November 29th-No School
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“Meet Us in the Middle”
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Healthy Living will be going out to the OEC on Thursday November 7th and 
Friday November 8th. We are excited that ALL 8th graders get this 
opportunity. We are now transitioning our classes out of invasion games and 
into net/wall activities. The students have done a great job of remembering 
their athletic shoes for class! Thank you to the families who are giving their 
students reminders!
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Other News:

News from the

Current Units

Art Room
2024

Mrs. Hemker 
November

5th - Clay Mugs, Cupcakes and Wall Art
6th - Carved Clay Containers, Instruments
6th Panther Time - "Trashion Fashion", design
and creation
7th - Clay Bowls/Plates, Collages and Drawings
8th- WALL BLOCKS!!!! Google Drawings
8th Elective - Styles of Drawing and Media 

Looking for a a challenge? A Variety of
contest forms are available outside of the art
room!

After School Art Starts on November 14th,
permission slips are available outside the art
room.

We are looking for leftover sewing notions
such as thread, buttons, velcro, measuring
tapes, pins etc for Panther Time.  If you have
any that you no longer use or are left overs
from past projects, consider sending to the art
room!

5th Grade Coil Mug

Grade 6 "Trashion Fashion"
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8th Grade Almost Daily Ukulele & More
On ukulele, students have continued to play along with pop tunes
and know quite a few chords now.  We also started reading
ukulele TAB and learned how to play “Happy Birthday.”  They will
explore more simple melodies closer to the holidays.
We ‘rapped’ up our Hip Hop unit with a class rap of ‘One Fish,
Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish.’  I hope you enjoyed the video of
their work!  Now we are starting Music in Advertising.  

7th Grade Guitars & Musicals
Students can now play four chords and three individual notes
on the guitar.  We will be reviewing these concepts for the next
few weeks as we have started comparing the musicals “The
Wizard of Oz” and “The Wiz.”  While we are not watching either
music in their entirety, we are comparing their storylines and
music.  “Ease on Down the Road!”

6th Grade Keyboards & More
Throughout the month of October students learned how to read
piano music in the grand staff and up next they will be playing the
keyboard with both hands at the same time!  We also learned about
film music.  Students created an underscore to the original opening
of Superman.  They also created a leitmotif (short recurring theme)
that represented a LEGO person of choice.  Students had a great
time dabbling with how music is used in film.  They also learned
about famous movie music composers.

MUSIC “NOTES”
5th Grade General Music

We have spent a good portion of October talking about the instruments of the orchestra
and the concert band.  Students had a chance to read aloud facts about each instrument,
complete a crossword puzzle about the instrument, have some live performances by Mrs.
Kinstler and Mr. Waldhart, and watch some great musicians perform on those instruments.  
We will also be learning about the voice types with some great examples from Ms. Nimm.  
Up next recorders!  (and you are welcome parents, they stay at home!)
~  Mrs. Kinstler & Miss Nimm

November
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S T E M  N E W S
6TH GRADE

We are working hard at designing
the sturdiest toothpick bridge made
out of only toothpicks and glue.
Soon, students will be able to test
their designs to see who made the
best bridge that holds the most
weight.

November 2024

7TH GRADE

8TH GRADE
In 8th grade STEM the students are
designing and building their own
cardboard pinball machine.  They are
working hard and are about halfway
through creating the project.  

The students are using what they learned
with the multi-view sketches to make a
puzzle cube. The puzzle cube consists of
five separate pieces. Once finished, have

fun solving your student’s cube!

ROBOTICS
In Robotics the students are building a robot
using the vex kit that is programmed to move
after a button is pressed.  Next the students will
be learning about gears and gear ratios.
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