
SERVE WITH PASSION TO IGNITE CREATIVITY, INNOVATION, AND EXCELLENCE

Student Surveys
School districts receiving funds under any U.S. Department of Education program must notify
parents of their right to inspect certain student surveys and to opt their children out of those
surveys and other activities that collect, disclose, or use personal information from students,
including materials designed to sell or market student information to others. The types of
surveys include those created by third parties (outside of the school district) and their subject
matter is specified below. Parents must be notified of their rights before the survey is distributed
to students. Schools must involve parents in establishing policies that annually notify parents of
this right at the beginning of each school year and when substantive changes are made to
related school policies. The notice to parents must state the specific or approximate dates
during the school year when activities are scheduled. If a survey asks students for information in
any of the following eight categories, schools must give parents the right to inspect the survey:

• Political affiliations or beliefs of students or their family.
• Mental and psychological problems of students or their family.
• Sex behavior or attitudes.
• Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior.
• Critical appraisals of individuals with whom students have close family relationships.
• Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those with lawyers,
physicians, and ministers.
• Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of students or their parents.
• Income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for program participation or
financial assistance).

School districts must provide the survey to parents within a reasonable amount of time after the
request and before surveys are distributed to students. Districts must also involve parents in
developing and adopting policies that establish the right of parents, upon request, to inspect
student surveys and opt their children out.
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